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JOHNSTON
Escaping

Anxiety
Johnston High School 
senior Jenna Asselin 
hopes to share the 
calming habits of yoga. 

PAGE 15

By RORY SCHULER

Following more than a year-long investigation, Johnston Police arrested a juve-
nile last week and charged him with manslaughter in the 2022 shooting death of 
Dillon Viens.

Viens’ death, first labeled “accidental” by police, has now been ruled a homicide 
by the State Medical Examiner.

“It was a crime,” Dillon’s father David Viens said following the arrest. “Dillon 
was a victim.”

Johnston Police Chief Mark A. Vieira announced the charges last week.

Viens shooting 
ruled homicide
Juvenile charged with manslaughter 

DILLON - PAGE 9�

DILLON’S LAW: Last week, Dillon Viens’ 
parents testified at the Rhode Island State-
house, in favor of laws that would tighten 
penalties for irresponsible storage of a firearm. 

BREAKING NEWS: A juvenile has been 
charged with manslaughter in the 2022 shoot-
ing death of Dillon Viens, which has been 
ruled a homicide. 

RAINBOW ROAD: Breonna Carleton, 12, holds a 1.2-pound rainbow trout — one 
of seven she reeled in during last Saturday’s Kids Fishing Derby in Johnston —
winning her the Grand Champion Award. Turn to the Sports section, starting on 
Page 16, for the full story and more photos. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

The 
Lunker

By RORY SCHULER

Is Johnston’s town budget behind 
schedule?

Over the past few years, proposed 
budgets have been dropped on Town 
Council in June and approved just after 
the start of the fiscal year on July 1.

However, Johnston Town Charter 
calls for that discussion to begin on 
April 1. 

Current Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. 
says the Town Charter deadline is an 
“archaic rule.”

Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti 
argues it’s a vital planning schedule, to 
which — until and unless it’s changed 
— should be adhered.

Early in Monday night’s Town Coun-
cil meeting, Civetti turned to Town 
Clerk Vincent P. Baccari Jr.

“If you could just follow up and see 
if the (town’s finance director) or the 
administration could attend the next 
meeting,” Civetti said to the Town 
Clerk. “Just wondering if we’re ever 
going to get a presentation to the coun-
cil so we can approve the 2021 audit, 
the 2022 audit, and also the status of 
the budget. Per charter, the budget is 
supposed to be presented to the council 
by April 1. And … we’re supposed to 
be having workshops … To the best of 
my knowledge, we have no schedule 
relative to that. I’d like to see a sched-
ule.”

Baccari took note. 
Polisena did not attend the Town 

Council meeting. He has not attended a 
Town Council meeting since he was 
inaugurated in January. 

Mayoral Response
Polisena Jr. replied to questions re-

garding Civetti’s concerns via email on 
Tuesday. 

“I am disappointed and alarmed that 
Mr. Civetti would cite an archaic rule 

that hasn’t been adhered to in decades, 
throughout multiple administrations,” 
the mayor wrote. “Section 8-3 of the 
Charter was adopted in 1963 and it 
does not align with best budget prac-
tices for 2023. The final state budget, 
which impacts revenues for munici-
palities and school districts, is never 
available before April 1.”

Former Mayor Joseph M. Polisena, 
who presided over 16 consecutive bud-
gets (current Mayor Polisena Jr.’s fa-
ther), regularly waited until the very 
end of the fiscal year to release the 
budget to the public.

“As usual, our budget will be pre-
sented to the Town Council and public 
by the end of June for approval in July,” 
said the Polisena Jr. “Even though there 
is no consequence to going beyond the 
April date, the reference to this timeline 
does highlight the need to amend this 
anachronistic provision and align it 
with present-day realities. It’s grossly 
negligent to put a budget together 
without first having accurate revenue 
streams.”

A Town Charter Review Commission 
will be examining the document, and 
proposing possible amendments.

Civetti criticized the town’s failure to 
follow the Town Charter.

“Although the mayor may feel that 
the budget portion of the Town Charter 
is an ‘anachronistic provision’ it still 
represents the governing document 
which the town should be in follow-
ing,” Civetti said Wednesday. “I am 
amazed how this administration thinks 
it is acceptable to wait until June to 
present a budget to the taxpayers and 
the Town Council and then wait until 
to July to approve a budget for a fiscal 
year that has already started.”

Neighboring cities have started the 
public portion of their budgeting pro-
cesses. 

Where’s the 
budget?

Civetti says Town Charter sets 
April 1 deadline  for presentation

BUDGET - PAGE 6�
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
��
��
�

Grand Opening May 6th
10am to 1pm
FULL SERVICE 
DOG DAYCARE
• Grooming Services
• Dog Training
• Treats & Dog Pastries
• Self Service Wash

1309 Plainfield St., Johnston • 401-423-4915Monday - Friday 6:30 am to 6 pm

Adoption Event with FOHARI at Grand Opening. 
If you are interested in adopting, visit their website at fohari.org

Stop and Smell the Savings!

4.49% APR*

Auto Loan
rates as low as 90

days no
payments!
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Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.

Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

JOHNSTON SUNRISE

Mother’s Day Contest
Celebrate your Mom or someone who has been like a mom to 

you for a chance to win a Mother’s Day Prize Package for them.

Contest rules: 
Mail or drop off your entries to: 

Beacon Communications – c/o Mother’s Day Contest 
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI  02889 

You can also drop off your entries at:   
The Reminder offi ce - 5 Coventry Shoppers Park, Coventry  

Contest is open to all ages. Entries must be postmarked 
or dropped off on or before May 5th. 

Winners will be notifi ed and prizes will be 
available for pick up the week of May 8th.

Name  ______________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________  

City/Town  ___________________________________________________________

Phone #  _________________________  Email _____________________________

“MOM”’s name  _______________________________________________________

Tell us why your “Mom” is such a special lady 

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

ENTRY FORM 

SPONSORED BY

Panther of 
the Week

JHS

POTW: This week’s Panther of the Week is Steffi Rotella. Steffi is a senior at Johnston 
High and is a member of National Honor Society, Yearbook Club, Creative Writing, all 
while making First Honors. She was nominated by Mr. Oliver Reid and Ms. Kerry Murphy. 
Mr. Reid said, “Steffi goes above and beyond with all her assignments. She demonstrates 
mastery and shows her creativity and personality in her work. She is a great classmate, 
supportive of peers and willing to share expertise and experience if someone needs help 
or advice. She gets along with everyone and is such a positive figure in class. She is al-
ways willing to take the assignments to new places, things I have not even thought of. 
She is a pleasure to work with and to have in class and demonstrates all the best qualities 
of being a Johnston Panther.” Ms. Murphy said, “Steffi is an intrinsic learner who holds 
herself to the highest of standards and leads her peers by example. She steps up when 
needed, whether it means dropping off work for an art competition, designing an art show 
poster, or editing the yearbook. Steffi is a thoughtful person who makes JHS a better 
place to work and learn!” Steffi also designed the Art Show flyer. The Art Show is at 6 
p.m. on May 3. (Photos submitted by Matt Velino, Johnston High School Principal) 
Editor’s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly series highlighting John-
ston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston High School will be nominating students and 
submitting a caption and a photo for publication. You’ll find each week’s winning Panther on 
Page 2 of the Johnston Sun Rise. 

WHERE 
ART THOU:

This poster 
was created 

by Steffi 
Rotella, a 

JHS senior 
art student 

in Two-
Dimensional 

Art IV 
Honors. 
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By RORY SCHULER

Johnston, North Providence and Smithfield residents 
in-need of community services have a new beacon of hope 
shining on Greenville Avenue.

The Tri-County Community Action Agency snipped the 
ribbon on a new Health Equity Zone (HEZ) Community 
Center at 104 Greenville Ave. in Johnston.

The HEZ mission is “to build a healthy and resonant” 
HEZ across the three towns,” by investing in communities 
in their capacities to affect change,” according to Tri-
County President and CEO Joseph DeSantis.

The organization plans to succeed “by honoring the ex-
pertise of those who live and work in these communities” 
and “challenging the system and structure (that) perpetu-
ate health inequities.”

“The success of our HEZ comes from you, the organiza-
tions and the people who constitute this Collaborative, 
such as school departments, housing authorities, recre-
ation departments, senior centers, municipalities, resi-
dents, and our own program staff, such as Head Start, 
WIC, Prevention, Health Center and others,” DeSantis 
said. “Make no mistake about it, this is one of the best 
grassroots, community organization efforts Tri-County 
has participated in since its inception, and it embodies 
what Community Action is all about.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena Jr. spoke to the 
crowd gathered to celebrate the center’s opening.

“I don’t know if you realize this, but we all have the 
same job,” Polisena said. “And I’m not talking about the 
jobs that we have from 9 to 5. I’m talking about the job that 
comes from our inherent human nature; our traits for com-
passion, kindness and empathy. And that job is to help 
those who need it; help those who are less fortunate. But 
we can’t do it alone. We need organizations like Tri-Coun-
ty to help us reach those people who need assistance.”

Polisena said he’s “very excited” about the Greenville 
Avenue community center, which aims to help provide 
heating and food assistance, as well as healthcare (both 
physical and mental).

“And I would really urge the residents of Johnston, 
North Providence and Smithfield to utilize this center,” 
Polisena said. “It’s here for the help. Please utilize it.”

Johnston and Tri-County have a long-forged relation-
ship. The nonprofit community organization has a pur-
chase agreement in place to take ownership of the vacated 
Calef School. Once the transfer of the old school property 
is complete, DeSantis said Tri-County may move a large 
portion of its administrative offices from its Hartford Av-
enue location to the Calef School, which is in dyer need of 
renovations.

“I know the town of Johnston will always stand by Tri-
County,” Polisena said. “We have in the past. We will 
continue to do so in the future. And any help you need Joe, 
please, come right to the town.”

Tri-County opens HEZ Community Center on Greenville Ave

HEZ DISPENSER: Tri-County Community Action Agency snipped the ribbon on a new Health Equity Zone (HEZ) Community Center at 104 Greenville 
Ave. in Johnston. From left to right, Tri-County President and CEO Joseph DeSantis, Johnston Town Council member Alfred T. Carnevale, Nadine Tavares, 
lead HEZ initiative project officer with the Rhode Island Department of Health, HEZ Director Lisa Kennedy, and Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. 
helped cut the ribbon on the new center. (Photos courtesy Tri-County)

ANY 
HELP 

YOU 
NEED: 

Johnston 
Mayor  

Joseph 
Polisena Jr. 

pledged 
unflinching 

support 
from the 
town for 

Tri-Coun-
ty’s HEZ 

initiatives.
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4.50% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 4/10/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $25,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

Golden Retriever
PUPPIES

Available NOW!

M & J Golden’s 
LOCALLY OWNED

401-954-3875
PEDIGREED, VET CLEARED,

ALL IMMUNIZATIONS.
Both parents on premises.

References available.

ROOFING • SIDING  WINDOWS • DOORS • GUTTERS

ROOFING & SIDING

SMITHFIELD, RI
85 DOUGLAS PIKE

401-618-5087

WOONSOCKET, RI
70 FOUNDERS DR.

401-597-5660

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL ROOFING

FINANCING AVAILABLE

JoshsConstruction.com

ROOFING & SIDINGROOFING & SIDING

By LUCAS ANDERSON
Special to the Sun Rise

On Thursday, 
April 6, the 
Johnston Se-
nior High 
School Soph-

omore Class of 2025 held 
their tropical-themed 
Semi-Formal at the Crans-
ton Country Club, which 
over 100 students from the 
class of 2025 attended. 

Each guest was present-
ed with a tropical lei upon 
arrival, where they could 
then cast their vote for 
semi-king and queen and 
take photos by Mare Stu-
dios. 

After all 100 guests ar-
rived, each was served 
dinner before being called 
out to the dance floor with 
music provided by DJ 
Maxx Major. 

The semi-court consist-
ed of queen nominees 
Katelyn Loffler, Bobbi’Sue 
Trahan, Hailee Joyal Weiss, 
Loren Pastore and Julian-
na Ortiz. The king nomi-
nees included Lucas An-
derson, Abraham Tillett, 
Dean Paris, Logan Martins 
and Brandon Souza. 

Following the gathering 
in front of the dance floor, 
Stephanie Galasso, the 
sophomore class advisor, 
announced that Lucas An-
derson and Katelyn Loffler 
had won semi-king and 
queen, respectively.

This memorable night 
was wrapped up with 
more dancing on the dance 
floor and many pictures 
taken at the photo booth.

As the President of the 
Class of 2025, I would like 
to thank all the teachers, 
members of the decoration 
committee, class officers, 
and students for attending 
and helping make this 
dance what it turned out 
to be. This will forever be a 
night to remember as we 
continue to write our story 
as the Class of 2025. 

Editor’s Note: Lucas An-
derson serves as Johnston 
High School Sophomore 
President. The Johnston Sun 
Rise regularly publishes sto-
ries submitted by the JHS 
Student Council. 

Tropic of Cranston

JHS Sophomores hold tropical-themed 
semi-formal at the Cranston Country Club

THE COURT: The tropical-themed Semi-Formal court included, from left to right: Hailee Joyal Weiss, Loren Pas-
tore, Juliana Ortiz, Bobbi’Sue Trahan, Katelyn Loffler, Lucas Anderson, Abraham Tillett, Dean Paris, Logan Martins, 
and Brandon Souza.

SEMI ROYALTY: 
Above, Katelyn Loffler 
and Lucas Anderson 
were named queen 
and king of the dance. 
(Courtesy photos)
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DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

Police Log
FATAL CRASH

A Providence man died in a crash Sun-
day on Hartford Avenue in Johnston.

According to Johnston Police Chief 
Mark A. Vieira, the department respond-
ed to the fatal crash at 10:30 p.m. Sunday 
in the area of 2880 Hartford Ave.

The crash involved a tractor-trailer 
and a Toyota Corolla.

“A preliminary investigation deter-
mined the operator of the Corolla was 
entering Hartford Avenue from the Park-
ing lot of the Sky View Motor Inn and 
struck the tractor-trailer which was trav-
eling westbound on Hartford Avenue,” 
Vieira said earlier this week. The driver 
of the Corolla, was identified as Tomas 
Osario-Gomez, 37, of Providence. Osa-
rio-Gomez was pronounced dead at the 
scene, police said.

“The operator of the tractor-trailer and 
a passenger of the Corolla were both 
transported to Rhode Island Hospital for 
minor injuries,” Vieira said. “Members 
of the department’s Accident Recon-
struction Unit also responded and the 
crash remains under investigation.”

CAR CHASE
Two East Providence men led police 

on a chase from Johnston into Provi-
dence on April 18. 

Around 6 a.m., April 18, Johnston Po-
lice were dispatched to a store in town 
(the store’s name was redacted from the 
publicly available police incident report) 
in reference a reported shoplifting. 

As Johnston Police Patrolman Bryan 
Yepes approached the intersection of 
Hartford and Atwood avenues, dispatch 
informed incoming officers that the ve-
hicle was fleeing the scene in a gold or 
tan SUV, traveling east on Hartford Av-
enue.

Police located the suspect and at-
tempted to initiate a motor vehicle stop.

“The operator refused to pull over and 
continued to travel eastbound on Hart-
ford Avenue and continued … traveling 
into … Providence ensuing a pursuit,” 
Yepes wrote in the arrest report.

Rhode Island State Police and Provi-
dence Police were notified to join the 
pursuit. 

“The pursuit took place mostly in the 
Silver Lake neighborhood of Provi-
dence,” Yepes wrote. “The pursuit end-
ed on the dead end of Cleveland Street.”

A passenger, later identified as Greg 
Anthony, of 38 West Drive, East Provi-
dence, attempted to flee the scene on 
foot, but was apprehended. 

The driver, later identified as Michael 
Chrissos, of 159 Central Ave., Apt. 2, East 
Providence, also attempted to flee the 
scene. Police quickly took him into cus-
tody.

Both were handcuffed and transport-
ed to Johnston Police Headquarters 
where they were processed and photo-
graphed.

After background check, police dis-
covered Chrissos had a suspended driv-
er’s license. 

“It should be noted that both parties 
have multiple prior charges on their 
BCI,” Yepes wrote. 

Chrissos was charged with Conspira-
cy, Larceny Under $1,500, Driving with a 
Suspended License and Eluding Police. 
Anthony was charged with Conspiracy, 
Felony Shoplifting and Habitual Offend-
er. 

NO LICENSE 
Around 9:40 a.m., March 4, Johnston 

Police Patrolman Nicholas A. Crowe 
was on a fixed post at 1064 Plainfield St. 
when he observed a white Toyota Camry 
pass his location traveling east with 
heavy window tint. 

Crowe initiated a traffic stop. He iden-
tified the driver as Luis D. Francisco, of 
25 Rockingham St., Providence. He told 
police he did not currently have a RI 
driver’s license. 

A check on Francisco revealed he had 
an inactive license but no active war-
rants. He was issued a summons for a 
misdemeanor charge of Driving Without 
a License (fourth or subsequent offense). 
A tow truck arrived on the scene to take 
custody of the vehicle. Francisco also 
received a citation for Violation of In-
spection Laws.

BENCH WARRANT
Around 10:15 p.m., March 8, Johnston 

Police investigated a “suspicious white 
Volkswagen Jetta” on Goldsmith Street 
at the dead end. 

Police spoke to the vehicle occupants, 
and identified one of the passengers as 
Nasir I. Dupont, of 8 William Ellery 
Place, Providence. 

Police determined the driver did not 
possess a drivers license, so a tow truck 
was called to the scene. 

A background check determined Du-
pont had an active bench warrant out of 
Sixth District Court related to an original 
larceny charge filed by Woonsocket Po-
lice.

Dupont was taken into custody with-
out incident. He was processed and later 
transported to the ACI Men’s Intake 
Center. The driver, whose identification 
was redacted from the arrest report, also 
received a citation for Driving Without a 
License (first offense).

LARCENY
Around 2:10 p.m., March 7, Johnston 

Police responded to a store in town to 
investigate a larceny that occurred on 
March 4.

Store employees received a notifica-
tion advising them to be on the look out 
for two men entering stores and shoplift-
ing large amounts of Prevagen. Employ-
ees then reviewed security camera foot-
age and discovered the theft had oc-

curred around 7:31 p.m., March 4. Two 
white men can be seen entering the store 
on foot from the parking lot across the 
street. 

According to its distributor’s online 
description, “Prevagen is an over-the-
counter supplement for healthy brain 
function and memory improvement.”

One man was dressed in a grey sweat-
shirt, white pants, a black hat and a blue 
mask. Police said he appears to divert 
attention while lingering around the 
store while talking on a cell phone. The 
other man, dressed in a black jacket, 
black pants, black shoes and a red hat, 
enters the store behind the first man and 
then walks to Aisle 10, where the Preva-
gen was in stock.

The man removed a concealed black 
bag and loaded Prevagen from the shelf 
into the bag. The man then exits the store 
with the Prevagen, passing all points of 
purchase without paying.

According to police, the second man 
lingers for a short while longer and then 
made a small purchase and left the store. 
The men were then spotted running 
through the parking lot.

“The two males appear to be working 
in conjunction with one another, how-
ever, they do not appear to make contact 
during the incident,” Johnston Police 
patrolman Matthew D. Murphy wrote in 
the incident report. 

The value of the stolen merchandise 

totaled $618.39. Police said the suspects 
are also suspected of a similar theft from 
a store in Greenville. The case was for-
warded to the Johnston Detectives Unit 
for further review. 

Police eventually identified the sus-
pects as Timothy E. Ring, of 157 Fairfield 
Ave., Woonsocket, and Kenneth Leblanc, 
of 190 Coe St., Woonsocket. Both men 
now face felony Shoplifting, Conspiracy 
and Habitual Offender charges. 

Police say Leblanc had five previous 
convictions and is incarcerated at the 
ACI. Police say Ring had six previous 
convictions and is also incarcerated at 
the ACI.  

FELONY ASSAULT
At 11:21 a.m. April 19, Johnston Police 

were contacted by Providence Police 
about an active warrant for Eliseo J. Har-
ris, of 27 Zanfagna St., Second Floor, 
Johnston for felony assault. 

Three Johnston police officers visited 
the address in an attempt to locate Har-
ris. Someone at that address said he was 
not at home, but agreed to contact Har-
ris. Harris was reached by cell phone 
and he told police he would turn himself 
in at the Johnston Police Department.

Harris met officer back at police head-
quarters. He was taken into custody 
without incident, processed and turned 
over to Providence Police.
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

Teeth are almost always polished at the end of 
a dental cleaning, but have you ever wondered 
why it’s done? Dental polishing includes several 
benefits such as removing plaque and stains, 
smoothing the surface of teeth, making teeth 
look shiny and clean, and preventing gum 
disease. During a dental cleaning, plaque is 
first removed through the scaling process. 
Any remaining plaque is removed during 
the polishing phase using a rubber cup and 
polishing paste or air polishing with water and 
baking soda. Polishing helps remove stains from 
substances like coffee, wine, and tobacco. For 
many people, polishing is mostly cosmetic, but it 
also reduces the level of bacteria in the mouth, 
helping to prevent cavities and gum disease.

Want to keep your mouth feeling clean, with 
sparkling teeth and healthy gums? Start with 
brushing and flossing at home as part of your 
daily routine, and continue with regular checkups 
and teeth cleanings and polishing at our dental 
office at DENTAL ARTS GROUP.  A Collaborative 
Practice Committed to Excellence,  we strive 
to make you feel at home when you visit our 
practice at 1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston, where 
we combine the latest dental technology with a 
friendly and relaxing environment. Maximize your 
smile power by calling us at 401-521-3661.

P.S. While baking soda is used in some 
toothpastes, it should not be used to polish teeth 
at home. Using abrasive materials on your teeth 
can cause enamel loss and tooth damage.

HOW TOOTH POLISHING WORKS

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

“Why is Johnston one of 
the only communities, if 
not the only community, 
that waits until June and 
July to present and ap-
prove a Town budget?” 
Civetti asked. “I know 
several communities that 

have already had several 
budget workshops and 
hearings to discuss the fis-
cal 2024 budget. In each of 
these communities the 
budgets will be approved 
well in advance of the 
commencement of the 
2024 fiscal year.”

Providence Mayor Brett 
Smiley presented his first 
city budget this week, 
seeking an increase in 
property taxes. The War-
wick School Department 
planned to meet Wednes-
day night for a budget 
hearing. And Cranston 
Mayor Ken Hopkins re-
vealed his proposed oper-
ating budget for 2024 at a 
special City Council meet-
ing on Friday.

“Because they follow 
the Governor’s proposed 
budget, which always 
gets changed by the Gen-
eral Assembly, then they 
have to amend their bud-
get based on what the 
General Assembly does,” 
Polisena Jr. replied. “We 
don’t waste time and re-
sources doing the budget 
process multiple times. 
Again, this is how the pro-
cess has worked here in 
Johnston for decades.”

Historically Late
Johnston Town Council 

President Robert V. Russo 
urged patience in the bud-
geting process.

“The budget is being 
prepared by the adminis-
tration as it is an ongoing 
process and it would be 
irresponsible in my opin-
ion to release a budget 
document without having 
the school budget figures 
as well as state aid calcu-
lations in place,” Russo 
argued. “In my 29 years 
on the council I can think 
of only a handful of times 
in the 90’s that I received a 
budget on or about April 
1 as Charter mentions. 
However, in my experi-
ence the budget is not ac-
curate until the town 

knows what the General 
Gssembly is doing with 
state aid to education as 
well as any town aid 
through reimburse-
ments.”

Russo sees no problem 
with the town’s budget-
ing cycle.

“The Town Council, in-
cluding Councilman 
Civetti, have historically 
received the budget once 
the administration had a 
handle on state funding,” 
Russo said Tuesday. “This 
is not new, and I was sur-
prised when the issue was 
brought up (Monday) 
night as the issue has not 
been brought up for the 
past 20 years and this is 
the first time I can recall 
Councilman Civetti has 
brought up the issue dur-
ing his tenure as a coun-
cilman.”

Russo also argues that 
later budgeting has pro-
vided more reliable bud-
gets. 

“I can say one thing, 
when the budget was pro-
vided on April 1 the town 
ran multi-million-dollar 
deficits, but when more 
time and work was put 
into the budget and it was 
submitted later the town 
started running surplus-
es,” Russo explained. “As 
to the Charter I believe the 
provision addressing the 
April 1 budget submittal 
is antiquated and in need 
of change.”

Members of the Town 
Charter Review Commis-
sion will be selected soon, 
and Russo expects the 
April 1 deadline will like-
ly change. 

“The date should be 
some time in June when 
proper figures are avail-
able,” Russo said. 

Transparency Request
Civetti has served on 

Town Council for the past 
six years. He said Russo is 
correct, that during Civet-
ti’s tenure on the council, 

“the budget was never de-
livered by April 1 as re-
quired by the Town Char-
ter.”

“The former mayor had 
already been in office for, I 
believe, 10 years before I 
was elected on the Town 
Council,” Civetti said. 
“(Former) Mayor Joseph 
Polisena was set in his 
ways and things were op-
erating efficiently and ef-
fectively. The Town had 
made great progress and 
was in sound financial 
condition under Mayor 
Joseph Polisena. With the 
changing in the Mayor’s 
office, I felt that we ought 
to start things off on the 
right foot and comply 
with the provisions of the 
Town Charter relating to 
budget presentation, and 
public workshops. No 
matter whom is in office, I 
believe that having bud-
get workshops to fully re-
view and dissect the bud-
get and have public par-
ticipation is truly the best 
practice for maintaining 
an open and transparent 
government.”

Above all, Civetti, who 
represents Johnston’s Dis-
trict 5, has called for trans-
parency in the budgeting 
process. 

“All I am asking of the 
mayor and his adminis-
tration is to be transparent 
with the town’s finances 
and afford the Town 
Council and the taxpayers 
with the ability to partici-
pate in budget workshops 
prior to adoption of the 
Town Budget,” Civetti 
said. “The Town Council 
has recently authorized a 
Charter Review Commis-
sion. However, until that 
process is completed and 
the Charter is revised the 
Mayor and the Town 
should be in compliance 
with the provisions of the 
existing Town Charter no 
matter how old that Char-
ter may be.”

� Budget
(Continued from page 1)

FEELING GOOD:  Ni’cole Whalen of New England Massage & Healing Arts celebrated the official opening of 
her new studio in Johnston. Whalen, a licensed Massage Therapist, Certified Hypnotist and Reiki Practitioner, 
specializes in the relief of chronic pain, stress and burnout through mind-body therapies. Contact Whalen at the 
studio, 1665 Hartford Ave., Suite 4, by calling 401-642-9231.

New England Massage & Healing Arts 
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An array of bills before the Rhode Island General 
Assembly would chip away at both newspapers and 
transparency in government. They seek to alter nu-
merous state laws that require governments, both 
large and small, to publish notices of certain activities 
in printed newspapers.

The assault on legal notices is likely to become an 
annual occurrence at the Statehouse, as a few advo-
cates have adopted the familiar refrain of: “Why pay 
for print, when you can post it free online?”

The newspaper industry is painfully familiar with 
this logic. It’s been used repeatedly to hammer the 
business model and either diminish or shut down 
print publishers everywhere. Yet despite ugly percep-

tions, Rhode Is-
land newspapers 
are alive and do-
ing quite well. 
C o l l e c t i v e l y, 
they are mailed, 
dropped or 
brought home to 

more than 260,000 households. Considering that each 
household averages more than one adult reader, 
that’s exceptional reach in a state of a million people.

This legislation also dims the light on government 
and its activities. These legal notices run the gamut, 
bringing the public critical information about zoning 
board agendas, town budgets, changes to tax rates, 
bids for government projects, vacancies on powerful 
boards, sales of tax-delinquent properties, personnel 
property in self-storage facilities, public hearings, li-
quor license applications, zoning amendments and so 
much more.

Despite the appeal of dumping all this information 
into online depositories, there is a world of difference 
between posting a notice where someone might find 
it, and actually delivering it to their home. That’s 
what newspapers do. They take critical information 
about a community, and they bring it home to some 
of its most invested and engaged citizens.

Nearly every community in this state is still served 
by a “paper of record,” which despite all the setbacks 
to the industry, remains a trusted source of unbiased 
coverage and insights. These papers are consistent, 
visible, reliable and recognized by readers as THE 
source for this vital information.

If legal notices migrate to the internet, they will 
move further away from those with unreliable inter-
net connections or the elderly who aren’t comfortable 
navigating it. This would also change the burden on 
governments forever. Instead of making an effort to 
actually deliver these notices to the public, govern-
ments would start filing them in a virtual cabinet, 
relying on citizens to come find them. Even if web-
based legal notices are easy to find, they are less 
likely to be found by a digital public that is hyper-
distracted by apps, social media and targeted ads.

Ink and paper have a permanence and utility that 
online databases never will. Making something “pub-
lic” on the internet and seeing it published in print 
are not the same thing, and never will be.

Defending legal notices 
in newspapers

An open letter to the House Judiciary Committee,
It is with respect and concern that I am compelled to write today in opposition to H 5299, proposing to arm 

campus security at our state colleges (CCRI RIC).
My comments will be confined to CCRI, since I have been a tenured professor there for 29 years.
The central issue in question would be why are legislators involved?
Why is this august body looking to undermine the college’s autonomy?
Why are these sponsors of this highly divisive bill wanting to undermine the community unity at public institu-

tions of higher learning here in our great state?
And why would legislators get into the business of mandating anything at the state colleges without speaking 

with experts in education, campus security, and mental health?
My ardent and unyielding opposition to this highly inflammatory, senselessly draconian knee-jerk legislative 

reaction stems from the glaringly lack of evidenced-based research regarding the efficacy of arming campus po-
lice. There must be careful deliberation and honest debate for this body to even consider undoing the college’s 
ability to set its own policy.

I am sure most primary stakeholders at CCRI welcome rigorous debate about armed police, and dare I say, 
many of our campus police might not want that responsibility of carrying a firearm as well?

All I hear coming from specific state politicians is nothing more than moral certainty that suppling firearms will 
keep us safe and protected.

From whom? From what?
I recently heard a bill sponsor on talk radio say this issue isn’t about politics but one of safety. Oddly, this state 

representative offered nothing to support his claim except red meat platitudes to NRA loving gun-toting listeners.
Has any sponsoring legislator conducted any form of due diligence by offering empirical data?
All that is offered and pointed to are the rare shootings at high schools and colleges as justification to provide 

weaponry to CCRI campus police. It is all speculative, “What if” doomsday scenarios. However, armed security 
will not stop any determined person from causing harm. So now the rationale shifts to lives could be saved if there 
are armed guards.

Really?
Since this legislation seeks to arm campus police, are legislators granting weapons of war to the guards as well?
Setting aside the lightning strike-type events, what about the day-to-day interactions? 
Several studies have shown faculty and students are opposed to seeing armed guards on campus because it has 

a distinct chill on free speech. Having armed police patrolling the hallways would dictate people to behave dif-
ferently.

It is the people’s college not some military installation.
Has any bill sponsor taken time to learn how this arming issue could do more harm than good?
Again, did anyone conduct any research at CCRI regarding how having armed security might create a less se-

cure environment for students, especially minorities.
Did any legislator consult all college constituencies for their thoughts on how the college should be protected? 

I know of no such contact. 
In fact, the only safety and security review I know about took place around 2011, when CCRI commissioned the 

Summit Report. I suggest the sponsors of H 5299 obtain a copy because no sentence in that report recommended 
active surveillance or firearms.

Across the nation, we are seeing a de-escalation of campus policing and yet here in Rhode Island we have some 
legislators looking for a problem in search of a potentially violent solution.

Did any legislator study CCRI’s Clery Report? If anyone had, they might glean the lack of any crime on any 
campus to warrant armed guards.

As scripted, H 5299 “mandates” CCRI police carry a firearm and declares them law enforcement officers to 
provide liability protection under the Law Enforcement Officers’ Bill of Rights. If I am correct, this bill seeks to 
create a newly minted CCRI police force while waiving liability!

So this police force gets full liability waiver and would not be subject to Freedom of Information Act requests, 
even though they would act as an agent of state government?

In my opinion, legislators are in the weakest position to assess and mandate anything at CCRI pertaining to 
health and safety needs.

What’s next, mandating campus carry for students, staff, and faculty?
Speaking on behalf of Guns For Everybody, the loquacious Archie Bunker once said in relation to the rash of 

airline hijackings, “All you gotta do is arm all your passengers, and then your airlines, they wouldn’t have to 
search the passengers on the ground no more, they just pass out the pistols at the beginning of the trip, and they 
pick ‘em up again at the end. Case closed.”

Sincerely,
Steven F. Forleo

(A concerned professor at CCRI)

Arming campus cops in RI a ‘highly inflammatory,  
senselessly draconian knee-jerk legislative reaction’
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HISTORICAL 
GRANT: 

 Johnston State 
Rep. Deb Fellela 
helped secure a 
$1,000 grant for 

the Johnston 
Historical Society. 
From left to right,  

accepting the grant:  
Anthony Ursillo, 

Trustee; Joe Jamroz, 
Secretary/Treasurer; 

Fellela and her 
grandson Elvis; 

Dan Brown, Trustee; 
and Steve Merolla, 

Vice President. 
The historical 

society told Fellela 
they plan to use for 
the grant to pay for 
a projection screen 

for use during 
historical 

presentations. 
(Submitted photo)

VOLUNTEER  
TEAM-UP: 

 The Johnston Historical 
Society sponsored a 

cemetery clean-up last 
weekend as part of the 

annual Statewide 
Historical Cemetery 

Awareness Event. The 
Society spruced up the  
Gov. Samuel Ward King 
Cemetery, JN21, at the 

corner of  
Hartford Avenue and 

Winfield Road. 

For more information on 
the Johnston Historical 

Society, call them at 401-
231-3380.  

(Photos courtesy 
Christopher Martin)

Grave Responsibilities 
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Obituaries
In your time of need, the 
Johnston Sun Rise  will 
print your loved one’s full 
obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the 
obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.

Should  you  des ire  our 
services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call 
(401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com 
for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at 
$60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other 
newspapers for half price. 

– Thank you

In Memoriam
Remember your late loved ones 

with an In Memoriam ad

We have many sizes and to 
accommodate your budget

For more information, 
call Ida at 

732-3100

“The juvenile was arraigned at Family Court (Thurs-
day) and was charged with Manslaughter, Using a 
Firearm while Committing a Crime of Violence, two 
counts of Possession of a Firearm by a Minor, and Pos-
session of Ammunition by a Minor,” according to a 
press release from Johnston Police.

“This is no longer an accident,” said the victim’s 
mother, Rhonda Brewster. “This is a homicide.”

The boy facing manslaughter charges visited a car 
show in Providence with David and Dillon Viens the 
weekend before the shooting.

David Viens took photographs.
“I hate to even think of it,” he said.  “He's in some of 

my last pics of Dillon … the same kid that killed Dil-
lon.”

The Charges
Dillon Viens died on Feb. 12, 2022, following the dis-

charge of a firearm at a Cedar Street home in Johnston.
The incident resulted in immediate charges against 

the adult gun and homeowner Marios Kirios, who po-
lice said was not at home at the time of the shooting.

Viens’ parents have been forced to deal with the dual 
grief of losing a child and struggling to understand the 
mysterious circumstances in which he died. 

“It's just the beginning,” said the victim’s father.
David Viens said he wanted to see “higher charges” 

filed, but he and Dillon’s mother “understand and are 
grateful that we will find out, hopefully, what really 
happened.”

On Friday, Kirios, 30, who now resides on Central 
Avenue, Johnston, was arrested on a new charge.

“He was charged with Contributing to the Delin-
quency of a Minor as a result of his unsecured firearm 
being used in this shooting death,” according to John-
ston Police. “Kirios will be arraigned at the Kent 
County Court House on April 28 … On Feb. 16, 2022, 
also in connection to this case, the Johnston Police De-
partment charged Kirios with 5 misdemeanor counts of 
unsafe storage of a firearm.”

Immediately after Dillon Viens’ death, Johnston Po-
lice released a press release calling the shooting “acci-
dental,” but insisting the investigation was ongoing.

“This incident was ruled a homicide based on the 
State Medical Examiner’s report corroborated by inter-
views conducted by Johnston Police Detectives and 
physical evidence recovered at the scene,” according to 
Johnston Police, who thanked the Attorney General 
and State’s Medical Examiner’s offices for their assis-
tance in the “lengthy investigation.”

Last Snapshots
“I really don’t have much comfort because my son’s 

not here,” Brewster said Wednesday morning. “Noth-
ing in this world can bring my son back. And I really, at 
this point, don’t think that anything would comfort me 
as a mom considering the circumstances.”

The past year has been hard on Dillon Viens’ family. 
His parents still have “so many” unanswered ques-
tions.

Representatives from the Attorney General’s office 
met with David Viens and Rhonda Brewster before 
Johnston Police made the arrests. The new charges 
were revealed and explained.

“Because we are the parents, we had a right to have 
a discussion on what the charges would be,” Brewster 
said. “We heard them before they were put out in the 
public forum, so we weren’t caught off guard … There 
potentially could be more charges as more information 
comes to light.”

Contacted the day of the manslaughter arrest, Brian 
Hodge, a spokesman for Rhode Island Attorney Gen-
eral Peter F. Neronha, declined comment on the case.

“We cannot comment on juvenile matters,” Hodge 
said via email.

“I’m hoping that some of my questions are an-
swered,” Brewster said. “I have so many. And from 
what I’ve gathered, and some of my experience work-
ing with juveniles, they still have a great level of protec-
tion despite the fact they may have committed crimes. 
Sometimes, and even now in Dillon’s case, a lot of the 
decisions on how private it actually is, don’t make 
sense to me.”

Some details of this case may never be released to the 
public.

Johnston Police refused a public records request for 
the original incident report and subsequent investiga-
tion narratives.

“Per RI General Laws, the reports you are requesting 
relating to the arrest of a juvenile are not available for 
public release,” Vieira wrote in response to the request. 
“This is an open case now pending adjudication in the 
courts. No additional information is available at this 
time other than the attached press release disseminated 
on (April 21).”

Dillon’s Law
Just last week, Dillon Viens’ friends and family vis-

ited the Rhode Island State House to deliver testimony 
on legislation, sponsored by Johnston State Rep. Deb 
Fellela, which would stiffen penalties for gun owners 
who did not properly store their weapons.

“Currently the safe storage act, if not complied with, 
is a misdemeanor,” Fellela said last week. “The legisla-
tion I sponsored makes it a felony where unsafe storage 
leads to access of the firearm by a child or adult and 
causes death or serious physical injury. Especially in 
this situation where someone wasn't even at home, and 
he left his weapons out. There were a number of these 
bills introduced last (week); this one is the only one 
having it become a felony.  As in my research, there are 
other states that have this as a felony.”

Fellela referenced laws in California, Massachusetts 
and Connecticut.

Second Amendment Rights proponents testified 
against the legislation, arguing that guns should be 
within easy reach and unimpeded access, should they 
be needed for self-defense.

Fellela said the proposed legislation — named “Dil-
lon’s Law” — was directly inspired by Dillon Viens’ 
death.

“I do remember when that terrible tragedy occurred, 
I had gone to the service and spoke to the dad, David 
Viens, who has advocated for his son during this past 
year,” Fellela recalled. “Such a young life taken, and it 
always hits home when you see that especially some-
one from your town. David wanted to make it a felony, 
so I introduced the legislation. I did explain to the par-
ents how sometimes it doesn't pass in the first year of 
putting the bill forward and some compromises might 
need to be made.”

Even if the law evolves prior to passage, Fellela has 
pledged her support.

“I plan to keep advocating for the bill, and we'll see 
what happens,” she said.

State Rep. Justine A. Caldwell and State Sen. Pamela 
J. Lauria have also sponsored legislation requiring safe 
storage of all firearms in Rhode Island.

“It is not asking too much to expect those who own 
lethal weapons to secure them to prevent them from 
falling into the wrong hands,” Caldwell said in Febru-
ary. “Just as our state requires drivers to have insurance 
because we recognize the potential that vehicles have 
to inflict harm on others, in the interest of public safety, 
we should require that gun owners take responsibility 
for securing their weapons.”

That legislation (2022-H 5434, 2023-S 0321) would 
require “all firearms, when not in use by the owner or 
another authorized user, be stored in a locked container 
or equipped with a tamper-resistant mechanical lock or 
other safety device properly engaged in order to render 

the firearm inoperable.”
“I would support Representative Caldwell's bill 

(H5434) also for safe storage, which gives more … civil 
penalties … even though it's not named after Dillon,” 
Fellela said. “That's what the parents really wanted.”

From Grief
Via press release, the Johnston Police Department of-

fered its “deepest condolences to Dillon’s family and 
friends.”

“The death of a child is a parent’s ultimate tragedy,” 
police wrote. “Although the filing of these criminal 
charges won’t bring Dillon back, hopefully it brings a 
sense of justice to the family. This tragedy underscores 
the importance for owners of firearms to properly se-
cure them to prevent shooting deaths such as these in-
volving juveniles.”

Dillon Viens’ parents have pledged to advocate for 
all the pending legislation.

“In regards to the bill, the seriousness of stricter gun 
control and safety when it pertains to adolescents hav-
ing access, adults need to be held accountable due to 
their poor judgement,” Brewster said. “As I continue to 
gain some strength day-in and day-out, I plan to be ac-
tive in seeking justice.”

In the case of her Dillon Viens’ shooting, “guns 
weren’t locked up, and something did happen, and my 
son lost his life.”

She replied to the argument against stricter gun stor-
age laws.

“I get it,” Brewster said. “Everybody wants to protect 
themselves, but they don’t think of the other side of it 
… the children who may know where these guns are 
hidden. That’s just ignorance to how severe a situation 
can become. In Dillon’s case, the guns were readily ac-
cessible to the child and there was extreme negligence.”

Brewster hopes that stricter penalties will convince 
gun owners to protect their firearms from minors.

“It’s a constant struggle for my family to find peace,” 
Brewster said. “Unless you’re standing in my shoes; 
unless you’re standing in my ex-husband’s shoes; you 
have no right … This world lacks compassion and em-
pathy for people who have lost children. How many 
more of our children need to die before there’s stricter 
gun control?”

Brewster said she’s been patient, but the process has 
been painful.

“It’s disheartening that it took a little over a year, but 
I’m glad we didn’t have to wait longer than that,” she 
said. “As a mother, having my son’s room bare, I go in 
there from time to time to just feel his presence. It’s 
hurtful ... It will always be hurtful. Not hearing that 
bedroom door open up. Not hearing him call me from 
his room. It will forever remain hurtful.”

■ Dillon
(Continued from page 1)
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  It’s all over the beach
 5.  A cirque
 8.  Corpuscle count (abbr.)
 11.  Infl uential report author
 13.  Satisfaction
 14.  Recurring only at long intervals
 15.  Islamic calendar month
 16.  Neither
 17.  Gelatinous substance
 18.  American electronic music 

producer
 20.  Old computer system
 21.  Professional organization
 22.  Malaria mosquitoes
 25.  Not composed of matter
 30.  It’s in the ocean
 31.  Peyton’s little brother
 32.  French commune
 33.  Eyelashes
 38.  Equal (prefi x)
 41.  Quality of little or no rain
 43.  One who beheads
 45.  Sung to
 48.  Infl uential punk artist
 49.  Amount of time

 50.  Polio vaccine developer
 55.  Abba __, Israeli politician
 56.  Job
 57.  Flat-bottomed sailboat
 59.  Japanese wooden clog
 60.  Folk singer DiFranco
 61.  FL city
 62.  Naturally occurring solid
 63.  Language of indigenous Asian 

people
 64.  Dark brown

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Soviet Socialist Republic
 2.  Zoroastrian concept of holy fi re
 3.  Venomous snake genus
 4.  Uninteresting
 5.  Straightforwardness
 6.  Expression of wild excitement
 7.  Arrange in order
 8.  East Indian cereal grass
 9.  Hillsides
 10.  Bird beak covering
 12.  Baseball stat
 14.  Edge of a surfboard
 19.  Wrapping accessory

 23.  Express approval
 24.  Deduce
 25.  Similar
 26.  Born  of
 27.  Automobile
 28.  Obliged to repay
 29.  Live in
 34.  Infl uential journalist Tarbell
 35.  Set afl ame
 36.  OJ trial judge
 37.  Scottish town
 39.  African nation
 40.  Egg-shaped wind instrument
 41.  Mimic
 42.  Frees
 44.  In slow tempo
 45.  Sword
 46.  Related on the mother’s side
 47.  Mars crater
 48.  Plant of the lily family
 51.  Suitable in the circumstances
 52.  Hillside
 53.  Metrical foot
 54.  Amazon river tributary
 58.  Adult male human

Cranston 
• Cranston Public Library -

Sockanosset Branch 

Coventry 
• The Reminder  

• Dave’s  Marketplace 
• Coventry Public Library 

Johnston 
• Market Basket 

• Marian J. Mohr Library 
• Seasons Corner Market -

  Hartford Ave. & Killingly St.  

Warwick 
• Beacon Communications 

• Warwick Mall -
  Customer Service Desk 

• Seasons Corner Market -
  Post Road & Warwick Ave.  

• Dave’s Marketplace - Hoxsie 
• Tumbletown Laundromat 

• Warwick Public Library 
• Greenwood Credit Union 

West Warwick 
• Tumbletown 2 Laundromat 

RhodyBeat presents

Beacon Communications
April 2023
A Special Supplement from

Cook Up a New Kitchen
Quick and easy ways to give 

your kitchen a new look

A Room for 
Relaxation
Let the outside in 

with an all-season 

room

Creating
Curb Appeal
Simple landscaping 

strategies that

can transform a

home’s exterior

beaconcommunications

PRESENTS Spring HOME& GARDEN
Pick up your copy while they last at these locations: 

By PETE FONTAINE

They honored longevity in a big, big way last week inside The 
Bridge at Cherry Hill.

Angela McCord, who moved into the assisted living/nursing 
facility back in 2017, was given a birthday bash unlike any other.

After all, at 105, McCord is now the oldest resident at The Bridge.
McCord comes from a big family of 10 siblings — two of whom also 

reached the magical centenarian mark. Her sister Emma Pezza lived to be 
110 and her brother Julio Rotondo reached the 100-year milestone.

With the help of the staff, headed by Amy Bayton and McCord’s daughter 
Ginny Squizzero, Angela was the guest of honor at a cocktail party in the 
private dining room. The celebration was highlighted by good food and 
strawberry shortcake.

“My mother was a soft-spoken, complacent and easy going lady,” Squizze-
ro said. “She lived a great life.”

Angela was married to Ralph McCord for 40 years. The couple did not 
have any children. Angela worked for C. Pezza Construction before she re-
tired.

Angela McCord 
celebrates  

105th birthday

MIGHTY MOM: Angela McCord holds the balloon bouquet she received from her 
daughter Ginny Squizzero during last week’s 105th birthday party at The Bridge at 
Cherry Hill in Johnston. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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Independence. 
Earned.
Not Given.

Enroll in a digital-focused Embark Account  

with as little as $10 and enjoy:

· NO FEES*

· Mobile Deposits & Alerts

· Card Controls

· Money Management

Banking designed  
for the self-made teen.

*Fees may apply to out-of-network ATMs. Primary members 13-17 years old require a parent or guardian as a joint 
owner on the account. When the primary member turns 22 years old, the account will automatically switch to a 
Journey Rewards Checking account or an equivalent account type offered at that time. Bill Payment, Pop Money and 
EFT only available for members 18 years of age and older. This account will not be eligible for overdraft privilege. 
There are no Insufficient Funds (Returned or Paid), or Uncollected Funds fees. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Learn more at NavigantCU.org or by calling 401-233-4700

Visit FlyRI.com for more info,
and book at flybreeze.com today!

California Dreams Await
Fly Breeze to Los Angeles 
and Orange County.

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
To advertise in your hometown newspaper, call

732-3100

Sun Rise Scoops
Sun Rise Staff Reports

Ocean State Orchid Society
The Ocean State Orchid Society will 

hold its Annual Ocean State Orchid So-
ciety Auction on Saturday, April 29, 11 
a.m. (Preview at 10:30 a.m.), Rocky Hill 
Grange, 1340 South County Trail, East 
Greenwich, RI, 02818. Entrance in rear 
of building. 

Come to the auction for the chance to 
purchase orchids not commonly avail-
able at big box stores and house plant 
nurseries! The Ocean State Orchid Soci-
ety will have orchids imported from 
Hawaii for sale. The will have a variety 
of orchid genera available for auction, 
including Phalaenopsis, Oncidium, 
Cattleya and many others. The starting 
bid for all orchids will be $15.00. In ad-
dition to having a unique opportunity 
to purchase rare orchids, come speak to 
an OSOS member to get care instruc-
tions to help ensure your growing suc-
cess! OSOS will have an Orchid 101 
meeting in May to assist in the culture 
of your newly purchased plants. Com-
plimentary refreshments available. 
Public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend.

JHS Art Show
Since the arrival of Covid 19, the 

Johnston High School Art Department 
has put together their annual art shows 
in digital form. However, this year, on 
Wednesday, May 3, from 6-7:30 p.m. in 
the Johnston High School library, the 
school’s artists will present their works 
in-person.

“Exhibition is an important part of 
being an artist. It gives us an opportu-
nity to interact with viewers who bring 
their own unique perspectives, based 
on their individual life experiences,” 
said Kerry L. Murphy, Johnston Senior 

High School Art Teacher and Fine Arts 
Co-Chair. “That communion between 
artist and viewer can bring new ideas to 
the work and lends itself to opening up 
meaningful conversations.”

Coed Middle School Volleyball
Johnston students currently in sixth, 

seventh and eighth grade are eligible to 
play Coed Middle School Volleyball in 
this year’s spring season. Students can 
register now. Space is limited. The fee is 
$70 per individual ($35 for each addi-
tional sibling). Checks and money or-
ders should be made payable to JYSA. 
(Refunds will not be issued without a 
doctor’s note and are subject to a partial 
refund.)

The dates for 5 more sessions of vol-
leyball:  May 4, 5, 8, 9, 10 (from 2:15-3:45 
p.m. at the Johnston Indoor Recreation 
Center). 

Students can register at the Johnston 
Recreation Office, 1583 Hartford Ave., 
Johnston, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. For more 
information call 401-272-3460 or email 
johnstonrec.com

AARP Day Trips
Bronx Zoo Trip, Tuesday, May 16. Bus 

pickup from the Exit 19 Park & Ride on 
Hopkins Hill Road at 7 a.m., return 
time is approximately 8:30 p.m. Cost is 
$114/person. For more information and 
final payment, call Maureen at 401-828-
5188.

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat Trip 
for Thursday, June 22. Bus pickup from 
Exit 19 Park & Ride on Hopkins Hill 
Road at 9 a.m., return time is approxi-
mately 5 p.m. Cost is $119/person. For 
more information call Maureen at 828-
5188. Final payment is due by Thurs-
day, May 25.

Johnston Guns vs. Hoses 
Charity Basketball Game

Local 307 Johnston Police Department and Local 1950 Johnston Fire Department 
will hold its first annual Guns vs. Hoses charity basketball game on May 19, 6 p.m. 
tip-off at the Johnston Senior High School Gymnasium, 345 Cherry Hill Rd, Johnston.  
Half time game:  Johnston High School Teachers vs. Johnston High School Students.  
JPD and JFD Touch-a-Truck Event at 5 p.m. Entry donation: $5.00.  All proceeds to 
Local 307 and Local 1950 Charitable Funds,  previous donations include, but not 
limited to, local charities and youth sports.

SCOOP OF THE WEEK

SCOOPS - PAGE 12■
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b e a c o n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, ri  02889  |  P: 401-732-3100 | F: 401-732-3110

Advertise in our newspapers 
and reach over 
32,000 homes 
in Cranston, Coventry, Johnston, 

Warwick, West Greenwich & West Warwick

CranstonHerald
www.cranstononline.com

JOHNSTON

Call 732-3100
 for more information

Become a Published Author with  
Dorrance. We want to read your book!
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has 

made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services
FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just 
like you. We are 

dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide

888-459-3344
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/beacomm

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 403-0193

YOU QUALIFY  for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Youth Track & Field
It’s time to register for Johnston 

Youth Track & Field.
The Johnston Recreation Depart-

ment is also looking for volunteer 
coaches and sponsors. Register your 
child and get involved in the com-
munity. 

Anyone interested in signing up 
can stop by the Johnston Recreation 
Office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

The program costs $65 per indi-
vidual, and $40 for each additional 
sibling. Checks and money orders 
are accepted (checks should be made 
payable to JYSA). The program is 
available to boys and girls currently 
in grades 1-8. For more information 
(including schedules, registration 
forms, and more) go to johnstonrec.
com. 

The season will run from Thurs-
day, April 27 through Thursday, June 
15.

Go Hog Wild for FARA
At noon on May 6, at the Portu-

guese American Social Club, 32 Fen-
wood Ave., Smithfield, .  Includes 
full meal with pig and sides, ham-
burgers and hotdogs.  Tickets: $40 
per person.  Free for children 12 
years and under.  Purchase tickets in 
advance or donate:  curefa.org/
pigroast. 

The event will benefit the Fried-
reich’s Ataxia Research Alliance 
(FARA) and has been organized by 
the family and friends of Johnston 
native Matthew DiIorio. The team 
has raised more than $1 million to 
help find a cure for Friedreich’s 
Ataxia, the illness that claimed Mat-
thew’s life. 

More information on FARA can be 
found at www.curefa.org/rfmg 
(checks to FARA can be mailed to 533 
W. Uwchlan Ave., Downingtown, PA 
19335; reference RFMG).

Watch for announcements of up-
coming events connected to the Race 
for Matt & Grace fundraising effort. 

JRTC Fundraiser
The Johnston Republican Town 

Committee (JRTC) will hold a fund-
raiser at 6 p.m. on Sunday, May 7, at 
the Kelley Gazzerro VFW Post 2812, 
1418 Plainfield Pike, Cranston. 

“Join us for laughs, silent auction, 
cash bar and a good time,” according 
to the JRTC. “Please bring your own 
food/snacks.”

Tickets must be purchased online 
in advance ($35 each). Silent auction 
winners must pay with a credit card. 
Tickets are non-refundable. The 
show is for adults 18 and over. For 
more information email info@john-
stonri.gop.

OSDRI Boots on the Ground
Operation Stand Down Rhode Is-

land (OSDRI) is requesting volun-
teers to help for the 2023 Boots on 
the Ground for Heroes Memorial. 
Volunteers are needed for set up, 
weekend-of help, and breakdown. 
Set up days are as follows: Tuesday, 
May 23, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.; Wednesday, May 24, , 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thursday, 
May 25, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; Friday, 
May 26, , 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 12 p.m. to 
4 p.m.

Their number one priority is to get 
the memorial up with success and in 
the safest and most efficient way. 
Please be advised that the need for 
volunteers and volunteering duties 
may be subject to change at any giv-
en moment. OSDRI will be sending 
any updates about the volunteering 
needs to the email that was regis-
tered with the volunteer online reg-
istration.

If you are a corporate office or 
company who is interested in volun-
teering- EACH person volunteering 
needs to sign up through the OSDRI 
online registration. If your company 

sends out an internal volunteering 
portal, you will still need to sign up 
with OSDRI at our online portal as 
well. This helps us correctly account 
for how many people are attending 
to help.

Set up will be at Fort Adams in 
Newport. Set up duties consist of 
setting the boots out, cleaning up / 
shining boots, lacing boots, lining up 
boots on a predesigned grid, attach-
ing name placards, stuffing boots, 
and placing out American flags. Vol-
unteers should be physically able to 
bend down/walk.

We will also need volunteers for 
the actual event itself. Volunteers to 
assist with band setup/breakdown, 
parking in the main lot, assisting at 
both the entrance and at the exit of 
the fort, and other miscellaneous du-
ties. We are looking for 2-4 people to 
fill each volunteer shift.

The following shifts are available: 
Saturday, May 27, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 2 
p.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday, May 28, 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Mon-
day, May 29, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

Break down will be at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 30. Break down duties 
consist of picking up boots, storing 
boots, picking up tags, picking up 
American Flags, and other miscella-
neous duties. This is also a labor-in-
tensive activity which needs volun-
teer assistance.

If anyone is interested in volun-
teering, they must sign up through 
the link: osdri.charityproud.org/
VolunteerRegistration/Index/4506. 
Please move the calendar to May (if 
it is a different month) and click on 
the shift desired to sign up.

Should you have any questions or 
concerns please feel free to contact 
Amanda Dean at adean@osdri.org or 
401-383-4730

Johnston Historical Society Event
On Wednesday, May 31, the John-

ston Historical Society will host an 
event exploring the Johnston connec-
tion to the “Band of Brothers,” a 
group of World War II veterans who 
fought their way across Europe and 
were immortalized in a book by Ste-
phen Ambrose and an HBO series.

George Luz Jr., was blessed by an 
early introduction to the men of 
Company E, 506th PIR, 101st Air-
borne Division, in 1965 at the 101st 
Airborne Reunion. Luz was nine 
years old at the time, and that start-
ed a journey that his father, George 
Luz, began in August 1942 at Toccoa, 
Georgia.

Although George Sr. was killed in 
a tragic accident in 1998, George Jr. 
made a promise to his father ’s mem-
ory that he would move forward and 
do everything as if he had survived. 
He reconnected with all his father ’s 
buddies and in true Easy Company 
form, they embraced him with the 
same esprit de corps that had brought 
these men together so many years 
ago. 

George took a trip to Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, to visit with Maj. 
Richard D. Winters, the mainstay of 
the HBO series “Band of Brothers.” 
Listening to Winters (as well as Wild 
Bill Guarnere, Babe Heffron, Don 
Malarkey, Frank Perconte, Shifty 
Powers, Earl McClung, Johnny Mar-
tin, Buck Compton and others) and 
the other men of Easy Company see-
ing the closeness they had was com-
forting.

Luz Jr. flew to the HBO set of 
“Band of Brothers” in Hatfield Eng-
land; met Rick Gomez who played 
his dad; attended the World Pre-
miere on Utah Beach on June 6, 2001; 
and went to the 54th Annual Emmys 
Awards in Los Angeles, when the 
show won for “Outstanding Minise-
ries” in 2002.

George Luz Sr. would have been so 
proud and happy about his son’s 
tribute to his memory especially 
spending the time with the men that 
he so dearly loved.

George Luz Jr. will be delivering a 
presentation on his father on May 31

The event will begin at 7 p.m. at 

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 11)
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the Johnston Historical Society Museum at 101 
Putnam Pike in Johnston. Call the museum at 401-
231-3380, and read future editions of the Johnston 
Sun Rise, for more details.

JHS 50th Year Reunion
The Inspiration of ‘73 will celebrate its 50th year 

reunion on June 23. It will be held at the Valley 
Country Club in Warwick. If you are in contact 
with any classmates, spread the word. For more 
information, check out the JHS Class of 1973 Face-
book page or call Donna at 401-497-9292.

Amenity Aid Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers that would like to 

help us plan and staff community events, orga-
nize hygiene product collection drives and raise 
funds for Amenity Aid. If you are interested in 
doing any of the above or would like to be a mem-
ber of our Community Outreach Committee, 
please contact Stacey Silva, Community Outreach 
Chair at Stacey@AmenityAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission is to improve the health 
and wellbeing of vulnerable populations by creat-
ing access to essential hygiene products. Serving 
all of Rhode Island, we distribute toiletry necessi-
ties to those most vulnerable through our network 
of direct service agencies.

More at Mohr Library
The library is located at 1 Memorial Ave. in 

Johnston.  Call 401-231-4980, email info@mohrli-
brary.org, or visit their website at mohrlibrary.
org. Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday and 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday.  We offer free Notary 
service weeknights and Saturday mornings.  Co-
py, print and fax services, computer help, refer-
ence and reading recommendations

Sign language classes cancelled April 19, but 
continuing each 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Wednesday 
at 1 pm, brought to us by Westbay.

Art-Smart classes starting in May, for ages 5 to 
8, Saturdays at 2 p.m. and for ages 8 to 12, 
Wednesdays at 4 p.m.  Sign up on our website or 
call.

Regular storytime for preschoolers will be of-
fered Wednesdays at 10:30, now extended through 
May 24th.

“Read Across Rhode Island” programming to 
read and discuss True Biz, a bestselling book 
which the publisher calls “an unforgettable jour-
ney into the deaf community and a universal cel-
ebration of human connection.” June 20 at 6:30 
p.m.  Register by calling Meg at 231-4980, and 
press 6 for the reference desk.

Yoga is now open to all ages. Call the library to 
register. Sponsored by Tri-County HEZ, this class 
is taught by a certified professional and is free.  
Mondays at 2 p.m.

Beginner ’s How to Draw, for Adults, Thursdays 
at 3 p.m. 

Crocheting for Adults continues to meet on Fri-
day at 10 a.m.

After School Activities offered nearly every day, 
including varied programs for middle and high-
school age kids and crafts for younger kids.

Book discussion of Prince Harry’s memoir, 
“Spare,” has been rescheduled.  We will poll par-
ticipants for a new date.  Please register.

St. Francis Xavier Academy 
 Scholarship Applications

The St. Francis Xavier Academy Alumnae Asso-
ciation is accepting scholarship applications from 
Jan. 1, until July 31. Forms are available on their 
two Facebook pages, by mail at SXA. P.O. Box 
20452, Cranston, 02920, or contact a board mem-
ber.

Johnston Senior Center Highlights
The Johnston Senior Center is better than ever. 

Offering more exercise programs and trips every 

week; Hi Lo Jack, Monday & Wednesday and 
Poker on Wednesday. Arts & Crafts, on Monday, 
Mar Jong on Thursday & Quilting on Wednesday, 
Tia Chi on Tuesday. The Senior Center also has a 
book Club the last Tuesday once a month. There is 
no charge for Senior Center activities. They offer 
Bingo on Thursday and Friday. Lunch is served 
daily at 12 p.m. (with a suggested donation of $3). 

A reminder, on May23, the Johnston Senior Cen-
ter is having a Wellness & Resource Fair Free to 
all. There will be Raffles, Giveaways and a Free 
Screening.   

A Social worker/Medicare Counselor is also 
provided 5 days a week. Contact Madeline Rav-
enelle at 944-3343. Feel free to come in for a tour 
of the facility at 1291 Hartford Ave.

Upcoming Senior Center trips:
•	 Monday, May 8: Free Trip to Wrights Farm & 

Bakery. Bakery items for purchase
•	 Monday, May 15: Free Trip to the Christmas 

Tree Shop.
•	 Monday, May 22: Free Trip to Iggy’s Choder 

House. Food available for purchase       
•	 Wednesday, May 24: Lighthouse Cruise, in 

Newport $40 pp
•	 Wednesday, May 31: Mystery lunch $10 pp
•	 Wednesday, May 31: Paint & Wine 6:00pm 

$20 pp
•	 Thursday, June15: The Memories of Patsy, 

Whites of Westport Dinner & Show $79 pp
•	 Tuesday, June 20: Newport Playhouse, 

(Spreading it around) Lobster Fest Dinner 
show, $95 pp

•	 Wednesday, June 28: Mystery lunch $10.00pp

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund
The Johnston High School Class of 1971 is rais-

ing donations for The Soul of ‘71 Scholarship 
Fund at the Rhode Island Foundation. A generous 
donor has offered a $4,000 challenge! The donor 
will match all gifts to the Fund up to a total of 
$4,000. The Class of 1971 initiated the fund on the 
occasion of its 50th reunion in 2021. Each year a 
scholarship will be awarded to a Johnston High 
School Senior planning to attend a college, uni-
versity, trade or technical school. Donations are 
tax according to your filing status.   To donate, go 
to the following website: www.rifoundation.org/
funds/soul-of-1971-scholarship-fund.

Low Income Home Energy Assistance
More than 1 in 4 US households struggle with 

their home energy bills. The Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) can help 
keep the heat on. The Tri-County LIHEAP Pro-
gram helps to cover the cost of home heating bills 
for those that qualify.

Visit www.tricountyri.com for more informa-
tion about the LIHEAP program, and other weath-
erization programs that can help to reduce your 
home energy bills. To submit an application for 
LIHEAP, or to see if you qualify, contact them at 
401-519-1913. The Tri-County LIHEAP program 
has locations in North Providence and North 
Kingstown.

Neighborhood Watch
The 2022 season of Johnston’s Neighborhood 

Watch has officially kicked off. This Neighbor-
hood Watch brings together residents who want 
to make their neighborhood safer by working to-
gether with members of the police department. 
The program pairs residents with Johnston Police 
officers in an effort to open up communication, 
meet other neighbors and create partnerships that 
help build community resiliency. 

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to Sun Rise Edi-
tor Rory Schuler at rorys@rhodybeat.com or Front 
Desk Coordinator Ida Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com. 
Photos in jpg format are accepted and news can in-
clude community events, promotions, academic news 
and nonprofit events. Email today and see your news 
in our column in the Johnston Sun Rise. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number in case we require 
any further information.

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 12)
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paid advertisement

LocaL business
Spotlight

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available ★Lowest $ In Town★

New
State-of-the-Art

Equipment —
Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

By Jennifer Coates

What do you get when you take countless years of 
combined experience in the automotive repair industry and 
combine them with the latest in cutting edge equipment, a 
talented team of technicians and a conveniently located 
destination in Johnston? You get the newest installation of a 
family-run chain of auto repair businesses, Broadway Tire & 
Auto Service.

Broadway Tire & Auto Service is a longstanding tire and 
service station which first opened its doors nearly eight 
decades ago. The Hallenbeck family purchased this landmark 
business in 2014, retaining its brand name and pouring all 
the time, expertise, experience, and energy they had into it to 
make it the well-established business it remains to this day. 
At that time, Broadway Tire existed only at its 588 Broadway 
location in Pawtucket. Some years later, the second repair 
shop was opened on Warwick Avenue in Warwick, and 
recently, the Hallenbecks have expanded yet again, right here 
in Johnston.

The reputation of Broadway Tire & Auto Service has grown 
over time largely because of this promise: “Our goal is to 
become the premier tire and auto repair facility in the state 
with state-of-the-art facilities. We are dedicated to giving 
you the very best auto repair and tire service, with a focus 
on upfront and honest quotes, timely responses to issues, 
and quality parts and products.” Their mantra is “Done Once, 
Done Right.” These guiding principles are what have kept this 
business growing and prospering.

The success of all three Broadway Tires begins with 
their technicians, all of whom were hand-selected for their 
skill, their talent, their commitment to their work and their 
trustworthiness. To keep up with the ever-growing advances 

in the industry, these technicians are regularly trained 
and taught, and then implement this knowledge using the 
shop’s sophisticated equipment. The Hallenbecks spared 
no expense when they invested in top-of-the-line computer 
diagnostic systems.

Today, Broadway Tire & Auto Service is a one-stop 
destination for all your auto repair work, from tire rotations and 
installations to oil changes, brake repairs, wheel alignments, 
batteries, heating and A/C, belts & hoses, air filters ~ the list 
goes on and on. If you need a basic tune-up or to purchase 
new tires, you are all set! Need your vehicle inspection? You 

are in! (Vehicles of every make and model are serviced here).
Broadway Tire & Auto Service is the former home of Midas 

Brakes on 1307 Hartford Avenue. To learn more, to get 
a quote, to check out their inventory of tires, to get helpful 
car care tips, and to schedule an appointment, visit them at 
their informative website www.broadwaytireri.com. Call them 
at 401-450-0122. Hours are 7:30am ~ 5:00pm, Monday – 
Friday; 7:30am ~ 1:00pm on Saturdays.

If you live in Pawtucket, you can find them at 588 Broadway 
(401-725-3535) or if you live in Warwick, visit them at 1184 
Warwick Avenue (401-884-2211).

Broadway Tire & Auto Service
For expert auto repairs, maintenance & state inspections

Check out Broadway tire & auto service on Hartford avenue for all your repair needs, from 
tire rotations to engine repairs and so much more. Call today to schedule your vehicle’s state 
inspection!

Be part of the 
Spotlight on BuSineSS 
and get the word out 
with your ad, a feature 
story and photo...

Get the 
Word Out  

About Your 
Business!

10-week commitment
Story & photo printed once during 10-week run andfeatured on our website

Call today for details

401-732-3100

All 
for
just 

$44/week!

The Household HeroT
Bug and Pest 

Control 
Division

401-999-2715
thehouseholdhero999.com

All NaturalAll Natural

Also Offering 
Soft Washing

Chef Walters 
Innovative Food 

Tourism

...don’t get too busy making a living
that you forget to make a life

feedback@chefwalter.com
401.273.2652
Tours Calendar
www.flavorsandknowlegetours.com
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RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM

By RORY SCHULER

When Jenna Asselin gets nervous, she goes silent. 
Like many modern day students, the Johnston High School senior struggles with anxiety. 
It can creep into daily interactions. It can stop her mid-sentence.  
Few methods have worked to keep the stresses subdued. One route — the path to enlight-

enment via yoga — has been a game-changer. 
And now Asselin’s sharing her experiences, through her senior class project, organizing, 

planning and helping to lead a 10-week yoga course at the Marian J. Mohr Memorial Library. 
“Do you know that it is a scientifi c fact that yoga is good for mental and physical health?” 

asks the young yogi. “I became interested in yoga because I have anxiety and have experi-
enced depression. I found doing yoga helped me deal with both.”

Asselin’s anxiety can be crushing and frustrating. 
Her aunt, Pauline Genest, a certifi ed yoga instructor, has helped  mentor Asselin in her 

quest for calm.
“Jenna’s project was developed last fall when she had the idea,” Genest said earlier this 

week. “She has been a truly fl exible yogi — changing the classes each week to ex-
pand the scope from high school seniors to anyone who wants to try yoga.”
Asselin’s classes have hosted diverse audiences, partially due to a now-comical 

vague statement on the course’s original fl yer, which encouraged both juniors and seniors 
were welcome to join the class.

Young yogi hosts 
10-week course

TRAINED INSTRUCTOR: Asselin’s aunt, Pauline 
Genest, a certified yoga instructor, has helped to 

mentor the JHS senior in her quest for calm.

RhodyRhodyRhody
RHODYBEAT.COM

Escaping Anxiety

�  YOGA - PAGE 21

YOUNG YOGI: Johnston 
High School senior Jenna 
Asselin designed a 
10-week yoga course as 
part of her senior project. 
She hopes to share the 
calming habits of yoga 
with her fellow students, 
who seem to be 
suffering from anxiety
more than ever. 
(Beacon 
Communications 
photos by 
Rory Schuler)

“Yoga is perfect to help 
with movement and 
feeling better in your 
body.

— Jenna Asselin
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IGGYSRI.COM

885 OAKLAND BEACH AVE
WARWICK, RI 

book online at OpenTable 
or call 401-737-2895

Sports

Iasimone’s ‘Coach’ 
an instant hit

MOVIE PREMIERE: Hundreds of locals gathered last Saturday at the Johnston Rec Center to attend the premiere 
of “Coach”, a documentary on the life of the late Dan Mazzulla, which was created by his former player and current 
URI student Cam Iasimone. Pictured above are: Roger Marandola, Chelsea Marandola, Cam Iasimone, Justin Maz-
zulla, Kristen Mazzulla, Lois Marandola, Ana Ramirez and David Mazzulla. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

FAMILY EVENT: Cam Iasimone is joined by his parents, Ray and Mi-
chele, as well as his sister Ariana.COACH - PAGE 17■

Iasimone honors a great, 
inspires community

My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com

This past weekend, 
former Johnston bas-

ketball player and cur-
rent URI student Cam 
Iasimone premiered his 
self-made documentary 
called, “Coach” in honor 
of the late Dan Mazzulla, 
who passed away in 2020 
after a battle with brain 
cancer.

Mazzulla is a legend in 
the Rhode Island basket-
ball community, enjoy-
ing hall of fame careers 
for both the Panthers and 
Bryant as a player and 
became arguably the best 
coach in Johnston High 
School history. 

The documentary cov-
ered his early playing 
days all the way until the 
years just before his pass-
ing. The project received 
rave reviews from those 
in attendance and I think 

that it is important to 
bring more stories like 
these to the community.

This is special because 
there are two stories 
within one. Mazzulla 
gets his due after passing 
away during the time of 
the pandemic, when ev-
erything was somewhat 
of a whirlwind. The oth-

PITCH - PAGE 19■

By PETE FONTAINE

Whether or not they caught a rainbow trout or sun-
fish, really didn’t matter; the fact was the 2023 John-
ston Kids Fishing Derby drew a record crowd and 
featured prizes galore for anglers ages 4 to 12.

After all the fish were weighed, Coordinator Nicole 
Cournoyer – the popular assistant Johnston Recre-

Kids Fishing Derby 
enjoys big outing

DERBY - PAGE 17■

FAMILY FUN:  Stephen Mandarelli and his wife Ali-
cia and sons Jaxson and Gianni were among the 
many families who took part in the Kids Fishing Derby 
in Johnston. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

By PETE FONTAINE

Five stars plus!
That’s the rating people who review 

films would have given Cameron Iasim-
one’s documentary entitled “Coach Dan 
– the Legacy of Daniel E. Mazzulla Jr.” 
– that made its premiere showing Satur-
day afternoon in Johnston.

In fact, upwards of 300 people and 
perhaps more viewed the extraordinary 
film and had nothing less than rave re-
views about the film that took Iasimone 
seven months to produce after he made 
short trips to various locations and per-
sonally interviewed 38 people.

What made the super showing special 
is two-fold: it came on the exact day that 
the late Daniel E. Mazzulla Jr. passed 
away after losing a battle with brain 
cancer back on April 22, 2022 and that 
the premiere was held inside the build-
ing that is now named in his honor and 
that he helped build.

The live speaking program was brief 
and included Iasimone, who issued a 
warm welcome to the Daniel E. Maz-
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

401-736-0600

ation Director – announced that “our 
2023 Grand Champion of the Fishing 
Derby is Breonna Carlton, age 12!”

When asked what criteria is used to 
determine the Grand Champion Courn-
oyer smile and replied: “Catching the 
most fish!”

Carlton, who was accompanied by her 
father Roger Carlton, reeled in seven 
trout that weighed at least 1 pound as 
well as many of the small sunfish that 
made kids smile throughout the three-
hour fun-filled fishing tournament.

“Today was a huge success,” said 
Cournoyer, daughter of now retired 
Johnston School Facilities Director David 
Cournoyer. “Children were fishing ev-
erywhere around the pond.”

It seemed as though every available 
area around the picturesque pond was 
filled with parents – even grandparents 
– for the Kids’ Derby which was spon-
sored by the generosity of Citizens Bank, 
ageless Johnston Community Center As-
sociation, Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management and of 
course the Johnston Recreation Depart-
ment. 

Even the island, that is in the center of 
the park pond, was filled with anglers 
ages 4 to 12 who took home valuable 
prizes like fishing poles, tackle boxes 
and impressive accessory fishing kits.

In the end, 24 children – who finished 
in either first, second and third place for 
the most fish caught, heaviest fish 
caught, longest fish caught, and smallest 
fish caught – were awarded prizes that 
many adults concurred “all adds up to 
the best kids fishing derby around.”

Here are some of the results from the 
event: 

Grand Champion of Fishing Derby  
1st place – Breonna Carleton, age 12
 

Most Fish Caught
4 – 7-year-old division
1st place – Stella Iemma, age 7
2nd place (tie) – Gabriella Garcia, age 5 

and Jaxon Mandarelli, age 5
3rd place (tie) – Ty Rodgers, age 7 and 

Gianni Mandarelli, age 7
8 – 12-year-old division
1st place – Marie O’Neill, age 9
2nd place (tie) – Cameron Regnault, 

age 9 and Gavin Smith, age 10
3rd place – Martin O’Neill, age 11
 

Heaviest Fish Caught
4 – 7-year-old division
1st place – Luca Gray, age 5
2nd place – Bennet Gray, age 6
3rd place – Alex Bucci, age 6
8 – 12-year-old division
1st place – Andre Slink, age 9
2nd place – Dante Grosso, age 12
3rd place – Jackson Gray, age 9
 

Longest Fish Caught
4 – 7-year-old division
1st place – Stella Bucci, age 4
2nd place – Arlen Brehm, age 6

3rd place – Desmond Charest, age 7
8 – 12-year-old division
1st place – Anthony Brooks, age 11
2nd place – Logan Bucci, age 8
3rd place – Jazz Smith, age 9
 

Smallest Fish Caught
4 – 7-year-old division
1st place – Bianca Burns, age 6
2nd place – Lucas Gerzevitz, age 4
3rd place – Nathan Cherubino, age 4
8 – 12-year-old division
1st place – Claudio Amaral, age 11
2nd place – Susan Gerzevitz, age 9

CLASSIC CATCH: “This is the first fish I 
ever caught,” Dante Grosso, 12, was 
saying Saturday about this 1.2 pound 
rainbow trout he reeled in.

AWESOME ANGLER: Roger Carlton 
holds a 1-pound-plus trout – one of 
seven his daughter Breonna caught to 
being crowned Grand Champion. (Sub-
mitted photo)

■ Derby
(Continued from page 16)

SPECIAL SMILE: Marie O’Neill, 9, is all 
smiles as she holds up one of many sun-
fish she caught.

FAMILIAR FACE: Iasimone with 
his former coach Kyle Norigian. 

■ Coach
(Continued from page 16)

zulla Memorial Indoor Recreation 
Center, introducing Dan’s son 
Justin Mazzulla, now an assistant 
basketball coach at the University 
of Rhode. 

Justin was among those in the 
documentary and issued a wel-
come and thank you to everyone 
that came to the premiere and 
loved a mighty man who people 
will tell you is “the best athlete to 
ever come out of Johnston.”

Likewise, Lois Marandola – 
Dan’s sister – said: “on behalf of 
my family I first and foremost 
would like to thank everyone for 
attending this heartwarming cer-
emony honoring my brother.”

“The turnout was absolutely 
amazing!” Marandola said, her 
voice cracking with emotions of 
joy. “Even after three years since 
Dan passed people still remem-
ber him. It shows the respect and 

love people in Johnston had for 
Dan. I’ve received countless calls 
and texts regarding how great the 
event was.”

Marandola then added: “Dan 
was a tough but fair person in all 
aspects of his life. Growing up 
you could see the love he had for 
basketball from his days at John-
ston Recreation, JHS, Bryant Col-
lege then playing professionally 
in Chili. As he grew older and 
followed in my father’s footsteps 
(as recreation director) he came to 
love the children of the town.”

She paused, then added: “But 
nothing was more important than 
his children and grandchildren; 
he followed them to all sporting 
events no matter where it was. I 
know he made my mother and 
father proud of the man he be-
came; we love you Dan!”

Joe Mazzulla, Dan’s son and 
Boston Celtics head coach, said 
during film: “His biggest gift and 
something he really want my 
family to have the mindset he al-
ways peached. The ability to han-

dle adversity, the ability to con-
tinue to work when stuff doesn’t 
go your way and the thing I’m 
most grateful for that he left my 
family with his ability to navigate 
life.”

Said Justin Mazzulla: “When 
he as sick to see him with brain 
cancer not being able to move 
and barley being able to form a 
sentence and still show up at 
work and still show up at places 
you don’t need to be, showed 
how dedicated and how much of 

a hard-working person he was. 
He felt some kind of way when 
he knew his employees were at 
work and he wasn’t there with 
them. Like my brother said: that’s 
one of the many thinks I’m grate-
ful for.”

To which JSC Executive Direc-
tor Richard J. DelFino Jr., who 
played basketball with Mazzulla 
at age 7 and played when his far-
ther coached us, declared “Danny 
was the greatest athlete to ever 
come out of Johnston.”

Thus, he added: “We were 
great friends through the years. 
Our families became friends; my 
son Richard and Joe were friends 
and classmates and went to 
school together; my son David 
had a special bond with Dan my 
son David through the recreation 
department.”

Said Town Councilwoman Lin-
da Folcarelli: “I had known Dan-
ny since high school. I went to all 
the basketball games and he was 
a fantastic player. I am very close 
friends with his sister Lois; I 

would not have missed seeing 
this documentary in honor of 
Danny. He will always be remem-
bered.”

To which Town Councilwomen 
Lauren Garzone offered: “Thank 
you to Cameron Iasimone for this 
memorial tribute to Dan Mazzul-
la. Dan had boundless determina-
tion, energy and compassion for 
which we are all grateful for. Dan 
has left and indelible legacy in the 
Town of Johnston and State of RI. 
I would also like say “Thank You” 
to his family for sharing him with 
all of us!”

So Cameron Iasimone, who is 
still receiving rave reviews and 
made his parents proud, thanked 
everyone that came to the pre-
miere and offered: “Like coach 
Dan always told me, it’s not go-
ing to be easy, you to keep work-
ing.”

And as people predicted, 
there’s no doubt Cameron Iasim-
one and will without question do 
just that on his way to making it 
professionally in a big way.
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OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10 AM Monday for
	 	 Cranston Herald (Thursday), 
	 	 Warwick Beacon (Thursday) & 
	 	 Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday)

ADVERTISING COSTS:
Line-by-Line: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4 Weeks or More —	 Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
	 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00 per week; each additional line $4.00

Classified Display: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00 per column inch. 

Business Service Ads: 
$32.00 per column inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add the RI Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise		  401-732-3100

To place your ad 
by phone, 
please call

732-3100

Classified Advertising 
Deadline is

Monday 10 AM

Help Wanted

1944 WA R W I C K AV E N U E, WA R W I C K , R I   02889  |   P:  401-732-3100 |  F:  401-732-3110
BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

IS HIRING!
ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE
Join our team for an opportunity to work in a 

friendly, community based environment.
Seeking a “people person” with strong 

organizational skills. Sales experience and 
knowledge of basic computer skills are 
preferred, but will train the right candidate. 

Interested candidates 
can e-mail their 

resume to 

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

PA RT  T I M E

Help Wanted

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $_________________   CHECK # _____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN ________________       DATE   _ ____________

# _______________________________________

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 digit code________________

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________PHONE _ _______________________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________________CITY ____________________________STATE  _________ ZIP  ____________________

Use 1 block for each letter, number or punctuation mark. Leave one blank block between each word or after each punctuation mark. (Minimum of 4 lines)

4 Lines / $2500* Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

$25/Week — $29/Week with Bold

$29/Week — $33/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

CATEGORY
______________________

Deadline:
Monday 10 AM

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or   e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Tractor Trailer 
Mechanic

Full-Time (lincoln Ri)

Looking for a full-time Tractor 
Trailer Mechanic. Monday through 
Friday. To handle the day-to-day 
preventive maintenance on Tractor 
Trailers, Forklifts, Band Saws and 
other company equipment. Welding 
experience necessary. Compensa-
tion is based on experience level.

ConTaCT our oFFiCe aT 

(401) 723-0223 
For More deTaiLS and 

To SeT up an appoinTMenT

The DaVinci Center 
For Community Progress
JOB AVAILABLE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Well respected, community-
based organization in Providence seeks an innovative and 
experienced candidate who will manage resources and  
personnel, write grants, fundraise, and develop and imple-
ment program activities. Salary range $80,000 - $90,000 
commensurate with experience and education. Competitive 
benefit package.

Submit resume and salary requirements with position 
desired by April 30, 2023, to: 

Board President c/o DaVinci Center
470 Charles Street, Providence, RI 02904

or e-mail dvc@davincicenter.necoxmail.com

Junk Removal

HAVE TRUCK WILL HAUL: 
Junk, brush, construction debris. 
DUMPSTERS also available. 
401-497-1282

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703

SENIOR BUILDING CON-
TROLS DEVELOPER -- Nex-
Gen Mechanical, Inc., a leading 
Rhode Island commercial and 
industrial HVAC service com-
pany, is hiring a Senior Building 
Controls Developer at its War-
wick, RI office. Position requires 
a bachelor’s degree and five 
years of experience in design 
and development of building en-
vironmental control systems and 
their user interfaces. NexGen is 
a qualified Honeywell Systems 
Integrator. Limited travel to cus-
tomer locations in the Boston 
and Providence metropolitan ar-
eas may be required. NexGen is 
an equal opportunity employer. 
apply to mmccurry@nexgenme-
chanical.com or mail to NexGen 
Mechanical Inc 205 Hallene Rd., 
Unit 106 Warwick, RI 02886 401-
921-3211.

Home  
Improvements

Pro Home Improvements - Spe-
cializing in kitchen, baths, and 
basement remodeling and any 
interior repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed and in-
sured. Call Pat at 401-374-3929

BKM HANDYMAN SERVICES: 
Specializing in all household re-
pairs and replacements, garage 
& basement organization, junk 
removal and any other house-
hold needs. Call or text 401-594-
6705

Cars for Sale
Chevrolet 2016 Equinox AWD, 
fully equipped, alloys, new tires, 
inspection current. $9900.  Seen 
at 1108 Park Ave., Cranston. 
401-946-1070

USED LUXURY AUTOS: BMW, 
Audi, Mercedes, Land Rover, In-
finiti. Priced to sell! Cash, drive 
home with Title. Reconditioned. 
Inspected. Save! 347-4291.

Commercial Space  
for Rent

Commercial space for rent in 
strip mall on Bald Hill Rd, across 
from Warwick Mall.  800 Sq. ft. 
$1000 mo.  401-829-0981

Devotions/Prayers

St. Jude, thank you for your fa-
vors granted.  Pray for us.  AVI

St. Jude, pray for us.  Thank you 
for favors granted.  VG

Dogs for Sale
Malshi Pups For Sale  Hypoal-
lergenic, Non-shedding, $1,500.  
401-527-2491

For Sale

Wheelchair Lift, $1,600 or best 
offer.  401-943-9057.

Help Wanted

Jobs/Situations Wanted

CLEANING: 18+ Years of expe-
rience. Thorough, reliable, with 
excellent references upon re-
quest. Call 248-3839. **I’m fully 
vaccinated**

Looking to clean your home 
weekly or bi-weekly. Depend-
able, honest, thorough and reli-
able! Years of experience. Excel-
lent references. Serious inquiries 
only! Call 401-339-4048

Help Wanted

Dassault Systemes Simulia 
Corp seeks SIMULIA R&D 
Software Engineering Manager 
in Johnston, RI to Select algo-
rithms, theories, or technolo-
gies that will be used in software  
development projects. Plan  
appropriate user interface.  
Applicants who are interested in 
this position may apply https://
www.jobpostingtoday.com/ Ref 
# 37893.

Visit us online at

johnstonsunrise.net
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering
Harold Greco Jr.

Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Business services
 ads start at

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks in the

Johnston Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon 
& Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, please call

732-3100
Deadline: Monday 10 AM

Painting

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Warwick 
Seamless Gutters

Gutter installation on 
new and existing homes
Cut and drop service available 

at your home or project
Leaf guards & gutter cleaning

Call Mike 
401-265-1570

Gutters

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Liberty Junk 
Removal, Inc. 

We remove all content from cellars.
One room or entire house.

We remove sheds and hot-tubs. 
15 years of reliable service.

Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Norwood
Lawn Care & 
LandsCaping

Spring clean-ups.
Weekly cutting and trimming.  
Mulch and bushes trimmed.

Call George 
401-738-2152

Landscaping

Yard 
Maintenance
Weekly/Biweekly Cutting

SprIng/FALL CLEAnupS
Senior Accounts Welcome

401.374.0490

BuSineSS 
ServiceS

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Painting

Heating & Cooling

TeCH SuppoRT
Residential Forced Hot Air 
and Cooling Troubleshoot 

and Repairs
PM Schedules

FaceTime or Phone Calls, 
Help Offer Tech Aid

617-590-3683

RC Landscaping
Spring Cleanups

Lawn Maintenance
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
Call Ray 644-9239

Ryan’s landscape
Construction

Maintenance
SPRING CLEANuP

Trees and Shrubs Planted 
401-738-5139

er story is that a young 
kid found success in mak-
ing a passion project dedi-
cated to his former coach. 
It is a feel good story on a 
tough topic.

Again, although there 
was plenty of coverage 
and praise for Mazzulla’s 
career at the time of his 
passing, it all happened 
rather quickly. Now that 
the dust has kind of set-
tled and our lives have 
returned to almost nor-
mal, this film came out at 
a great time and it is 
amazing to see the com-
munity gather to celebrate 

the late coach.
I also think there is an 

inspirational aspect to this 
whole thing as well. It 
shows that you don’t need 
to be a big-time filmmaker 
to create something spe-
cial, impressive, and reso-
nates within the commu-
nity. Iasimone is clearly on 
his way to a successful 
career and to put together 
a project this extraordi-
nary at such a young age, 
it is outstanding and 
something that will be re-
membered for years to 
come. 

For high school and col-
lege kids with big dreams 
and aspirations, let this be 
a reminder that you do 
not have to wait until 

your diploma is in your 
hand to get your career 
started. You are always 
better off starting a step 
early than a step late, and 
age does not matter if you 
put your heart into what 
you are doing. It will radi-
ate just as the passion did 
in Iasimone’s piece, which 
by the way, is available 
online. 

So here’s a shout out to 
Iasimone for a job well 
done. I hope he continues 
to create more content be-
cause he clearly has a 
knack for it. To the Maz-
zulla family, I’m thrilled 
to see you have another 
piece to remember and to 
celebrate regarding your 
legendary name. 

■ Pitch
(Continued from page 16)

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The defending champion Johnston 
boys volleyball team picked up right 
where it left off last spring, jumping out 
a 5-0 start this spring and already ap-
pearing to be the favorite to repeat as 
Division III champions. The Panthers not 
only are 5-0, but have won all 15 sets 
played. 

With returners like Joshua Philbrick, 
James Guilmette and Samuel Cambranes 
in the mix, as well as newcomers An-
thony Corsinetti and Dylan Robbins, the 
Panthers feature an athletic lineup that 
has filled the gaps left by last year’s se-
niors.

“They have a lot of momentum right 
now. We have two new athletes in An-
thony Corsinetti and Dylan Robbins and 
they are super athletic and do add a lot 
of energy. That helps for sure. We have a 
couple of spots that are empty because of 
(graduates). We are coming up against a 
lot of good teams in the coming weeks, 
so I’m looking forward to seeing how the 
rest of the season plays out,” said John-
ston coach Greta Lalli.

Although the Panthers recognize their 
place as the defending champions, they 
are not focused on last year’s success as 
much as they are looking to have fun and 
take each game one at a time.

“I think in the back of their minds that 
there is a lot of pressure, but they’re not 
bringing it onto the court. They’re not 
uptight; they’re just having fun like they 
did last year. They’re all friends and they 
work together well. They know when 
they can have fun, they know when they 
have to be serious, they know what 
they’re doing,” Lalli said.

Lalli credits her senior leaders for wel-
coming the new players and helping the 
transition from last season be a seamless 
one.

“The new kids are athletic which is 
half the battle and they have the back-
ground knowledge. The boys are very 
willing to help out, these seniors are ab-
solutely amazing. They’re so helpful, 
nice, accepting,” said Lalli. “They’re ev-
erything that a coach could want and 
they make the new guys feel right at 
home.”

Defending champs 
off to roaring start

AT THE NET: Johnston’s Dylan Robbins last week. (Photo by Alex Sponseller)
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

• Second Hand Merchandise
• Household Accessories
• Antiques
• Furniture
• All Occasion  Greeting Cards
 and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST

In today’s collectible toy scene, Star Wars is by far 
the largest collecting community in my opinion. The 
love for the force is multigenerational and worldwide, 
especially since Disney acquired the brand in 2012 and 
accelerating its growth with multiple movies, series, 
cartoons, and immersive theme parks in California and 
Florida. It is incredible to think how far Star Wars has 
come since “A New Hope” premiered in theaters forty-
six years ago.

The fi lm was released in 1977, but the merchandise 
was not available in stores until 1978. When Star Wars 
action fi gures fi rst hit shelves, there were only twelve 
characters offered. These included: Luke Skywalker, 
Darth Vader, Princess Leia, Han Solo, Chewbacca, a 
Jawa, a Storm Trooper, Obi-Wan Kenobi, the Death 
Star Commander, C-3PO, R2-D2 and Sand People. In 
today’s market, they are some of the most valuable Star 
Wars fi gures in factory sealed condition.

To entice kids to collect every action fi gure, each 

carded Star Wars action fi gure displayed all the avail-
able characters on the back of the card. Hence the col-
lector terminology of “12 back,” (starting in 1978), all 
the way up to a “92 back” in 1984-85 with “The Power 

of the Force” toy line. Just like with all collectibles, 
condition is the most important with Star Wars and fac-
tory sealed is always best. There is value in loose fi g-
ures too, but who kept their toys sealed? Odds are even 
if you told a child their toy would be worth big bucks 
someday if they never opened it, they would’ve torn 
into it anyways – the toys were just too fun to ignore, 
and that’s why near-mint factory sealed “12 backs” 
sell for thousands of dollars today when professionally 
graded!

If you have nothing to do on Saturday, May 6th stop 
by and visit Bruneau & Co. in Cranston. We are hosting 
a cataloged auction focused on professionally graded 
comic books, video games, and toys – including a large 
collection of Star Wars action fi gures, and even some 
CAS 85 graded 12 and 20 backs! It might blow your 
mind to watch what was once child’s play hammer for 
serious money today.

YOUR AD HERE
$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 
Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

Action
Figures



Johnston Sun Rise 21Thursday, April 27, 2023

ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

Photo credit: ODAAT

If you have been looking to adopt or know of an
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at 

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Melody will bring music into your life! This beautiful year old 
Schnauzer mix is just waiting to steal your heart! Not only is she 
beautiful she is fun-loving too! She likes other friendly dogs, 
going on walks, some of her favorite treats are blueberries 
and she also loves giving kisses! Melody weighs approximately 
forty-fi ve pounds, so she’s a medium size girl. If you’d like 
more information about her please contact One Dog at a Time 
Rescue at 401-624-3652 or email odaatrescue@yahoo.com 
Melody will be waiting to meet you!

Melody will bring music into your life! This beautiful year old 

Melody

■ Yoga
(Continued from page 15)

SEEKING CALM: 
Participants stretch and 
mediate through Johnston 
High School senior Jenna 
Asselin’s 10-week yoga course 
at the Marian J. Mohr Memorial 
Library. Three weeks of the 
course remain. Classes are at 
2 p.m. on Mondays. 
(Submitted photos)

While she meant high school eleventh and twelfth 
graders, both young students and senior  citizens ar-
rived for a lesson. Genest and Asselin welcomed them 
all. Seven weeks later, three classes remain, and any-
one’s welcome to join.

“I have always been active,” Asselin recalled. “When 
I was younger, I was in gymnastics and on a cheer team. 
When I started doing yoga it was easy because I was 
flexible. More importantly, it was calming. Yoga let all 
the stuff I worried about get released and let me see 
how much moving my body does for me.”

Each weekly class installment has a different theme.
“I asked local studios and wellness companies to help 

support the program with educational information, as 
well as equipment and special gifts for weekly raffles,” 
Asselin explained. “I chose a yoga program because it 
helps with depression and anxiety. I read a recent Pew 
study that found that 70 percent of teens experience 
anxiety and depression. In fact, according to the CDC, 
‘teen girls are experiencing record high levels of vio-
lence, sadness and suicide risk.’”

The CDC report was released in early 2023 and 
echoed the anecdotal experiences of most parents rais-
ing increasingly isolated children through the twin pan-
demics of Covid and the spiritual ills of social media.

“I believe Covid is a big part of why this is happen-
ing,” Asselin hypothesizes. “The pandemic started 
when I was a freshman and lasted for over two years! 
My peers and I were isolated like everyone else, but 
social media was our biggest escape. While we were 
isolated, many started to feel insecure and there was a 
lot of body shaming. We all were comparing ourselves 
to people on Instagram. It made being isolated worse. 
Plus, because we were at home we weren’t getting out 
and exercising.”

Asselin said she hoped creating an active, health-
minded senior class project, would also “get people off 
their phones and out of their houses.”

“Yoga is perfect to help with movement and feeling 
better in your body,” she said. “I believe this program 
will help my peers get healthier both physically and 
mentally.”

Each week has been sponsored by the Tri-County 
Community Action Agency’s Health Equity Zone 
(HEZ). Asselin has created an Instagram page for the 
class (jhsfreeyoga).

Although she was unable to utilize a space at the 
school, the Johnston library staff was very accommo-
dating, providing a space downstairs next to the chil-
dren’s reading room.

The project has recently expanded to the University 
of Rhode Island, where next week, she’ll hold a free 
class on the Kingston campus quad. 

“The research I have been doing as part of my project, 
had opened my mind to thinking yoga will always be a 
part of my life,” Asselin said. “I have realized that yoga 
is much more than just physical activity. In fact, learn-
ing about meditation has been very helpful.”

A long list of sponsors have helped Asselin provide 
the full yoga experience. Carina e Dolce, Specialty 
Cakes & Cookies, of Cranston, provided snacks. Yoga at 
the Point at Conimicut Point Park in Warwick provided 
essential oils — the energizing peel of peppermint and 
a soothing blanket of lavender opened and closed last 
Monday’s class. 

Gravity Yoga Center and Phoenix Rising provided 
free classes, straps and mats for raffle giveaways. Sec-
ond Wind Health pitched in yoga mats. And Twisted 
Root poured some kombucha.

“I am so happy that I found sponsors for my project. 
People have been generous with gifts such as mats and 
meditation cards,” Asselin said. “These raffles make the 
classes more fun. I really thought I needed the prizes to 
get kids to come to class, but I now see that having a 
space to do yoga together and experience its benefits as 
a group is why people keep coming back.”

Through the tasks of creating the 10-week program, 
Asselin realized how much yoga and meditation were 
helping.

“When I am meditating, I feel my problems disap-
pear for a little bit,” Asselin writes for her senior proj-
ect. “I really like how I feel when I meditate and have 
learned that it’s not done only on the mat or by closing 
your eyes. For instance, I color in adult coloring books 
or play chess as part of my meditation routine. In fact, I 
meditate before my schoolwork. I find it helps me to not 
stress out and just give up. I have ADHD so it’s hard to 

stay still and concentrate. It’s surprising that yoga has 
helped with this.”

Asselin hopes new students show up for the final 
three classes (held at 2 p.m. on Mondays at the Johnston 
public library).

“My goal after this 10-week program is to go to the 
school department and try to make it a permanent after 
school club,” she said. “I wish every school offered a 
yoga program because lots of kids may feel as I do. Like 
me, they may not know what to do with their anxiety. 
Also, they may not know how to ask for or are afraid 
to ask someone for help. I know how that used to feel.”

For Asselin, the yoga experience goes far beyond the 
gong baths and smelly oils.

“I know I was told my anxiety and depression was 
just in my head for a long time and it made me feel 
worse,” Asselin wrote. “I know this has happened to 
many other people my age. Being told the depression or 
anxiety isn’t ‘real,’ doesn’t help — it just makes a teen 
feel more hopeless. Having free programs where stu-
dents get together and just relax will give an opportuni-
ty for peers to help each other. When I graduate, I think 
I am going to try to get certified to teach. My long-term 
goal is to help my peers get healthier both physically 
and mentally. Namaste.”
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5 renovation projects where 
brick takes center stage

Family Features

springtime is a perfect opportunity for homeowners to begin 
planning renovations to enhance the interior and exterior of their 
living space. Because of its strong performance capabilities, low 
maintenance and design flexibility, brick is a popular building 
material choice when looking to improve or refresh your home in 
time for warm-weather hosting season.

Often selected for its functional benefits, brick is available in 
a wide array of colors, textures and sizes that can match varying 
design styles, from modern to traditional and almost everything 
between. If you’re considering adding brick to your home’s 
aesthetic, consider these five projects to tackle this spring from 
the experts at Glen-Gery, one of the largest brick and stone 
manufacturers in North america.

Basement or patio bar - as homeowners spend more time at 
home, they often look to maximize livable space. One way to take 
advantage of unused living space is building a basement or patio 
bar, which provides an area for entertaining. Using an exposed brick 
wall can help designate the bar area and separate it from the rest of 
the basement, or lining a bar counter with brick can create a rustic 
contrast against the bar’s seating.

Strong, Stylish Spring Home Upgrades

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(401) 922-9007

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 
Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 
License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 
License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-855-781-5696CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase 
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction 
with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. 
†Purchase of annual lawn plan required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. 
◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen 
Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-844-883-6562

Fireplace - To change the look and feel of a room almost 
instantly, you can use brick to give a fireplace a facelift or make 
it a focal point of your home. available in a variety of colors and 
textures, Glen-Gery’s diverse, premium portfolio of more than 
600 brick and stone products can elevate your living room’s style 
in a big way and create a more inviting area to share with family 
and friends. An outdoor fireplace is another option for extending 
livable space in a cozy way that can be used throughout the year.

Accent wall - Create a statement in or outside your home with a 
brick accent wall. Accent walls can help bring color, texture and 
beauty to homes by breaking up the monotony of monochromatic 
color or decor, creating visual interest and dimension. While 
brick in a running bond pattern is expected, you can spice up 
rooms with an unexpected bond pattern like a stacked bond for 
modern appeal or herringbone for a rustic look.

Kitchen backsplash - One of the most overlooked areas of 
kitchen design is the backsplash. While its job is to protect your 
kitchen walls from the never-ending assault of kitchen splatters, 
there’s no reason it can’t look good, too. Brick backsplashes 

can accommodate most home designs and styles thanks to the 
versatility of shapes, colors, finishes and sizes available.

Black or white glazed brick works well with more modern 
kitchens while irregular brick containing an abundance of texture 
and a messy mortar application can complete rustic farmhouse 
kitchens. An option like Glen-Gery’s virtual design tool, Picture 
Perfect, can help you visualize projects in your home to see what 
fits your style and needs.

Brick skirt - For added curb appeal, consider adding a brick skirt 
around the foundation of your home. Given its resilient, durable 
and energy-efficient qualities, brick can help provide better 
insulation and protection while also adding visual appeal to the 
exterior of your home through texture, color and contrast. the 
skirting can also continue through to the front porch floor and 
steps, helping balance out the elevation of your home.

For more inspiration for your next home renovation project, visit 
glengery.com.
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Shon Campbell
Sale Associate, Broker, Owner

401.595.9185 | shon@enviousproperties.com

Gina M Ronci
Rhode Island RealtoR®

RI License Res.0044823
PSA-Pricing Strategy Advisor

SFR-Short Sale and Foreclosure Resource

401-864-1698

There’s No Place Like Your Own Home!

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more 
windows or entry/patio doors between 12/25/2022 and 4/30/2023. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is 
waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered � nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, 
or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Central CA License #1096271. CA License CLSB #1050316. 
License #RCE-50303. WA License# RENEWAW856K6. WA License #RENEWAP877BM. OR License #198571. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective 
owners. © 2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13228

PLUS $0 Money Down, $0 Interest, $0 Monthly Payments
for 12 Months1  

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

CALL BY APRIL 30 to schedule a FREE consultation.

833-708-3052

Minimum purchase of 4.

BUY 1, GET 1

40OFF
%

Windows, Patio & Entry Doors1

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE ATTRACTIVE 
LOOK OF VARIOUS ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles reminiscent 
of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an architectural roo� ng 
system by Erie Metal Roofs can enhance the beauty of your 
home while protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-972-5146
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Mini-
mum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf 
of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer 
may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call the number provided, 
you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 
by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if 
you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. RI Lic. # 34959

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

Call today to reserve your 
advertising space in our

 monthly section:

Rhody
Home
Running in the Warwick Beacon,

Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise 
& The Reminder.

With a total circulation of over 35,000 
in the West Bay, it’s a great place 

to advertise.

732-3100
821-2216

Family Features

after months spent largely indoors while harsh elements 
battered your home’s exterior, many homeowners are throwing 
open the windows and embracing spring’s arrival.

Every home requires ongoing maintenance to ensure it’s 
living up to its aesthetic and functional best. This checklist can 
help you create a comfortable home setting for enjoying the 
warmer months.

Check gutters. During the colder months, debris can 
accumulate in the gutters, which can be problematic when 
spring rains arrive. Clogged gutters prevent water from flowing 
efficiently away from the roof and house. When they’re backed 
up, they can cause water damage in a short amount of time. 
Faulty guttering can also cause slow leaks that lead to damage 
you may not discover until major repair work is needed. 
Properly functioning gutters are clear of debris, flow freely and 
are securely attached to the home.

Inspect the roof. Your roof takes a real beating in all kinds of 
weather conditions. Making it a common practice to carefully 
inspect the roof with the change of seasons can help you identify 
potential problems while they’re still in early stages, before a 
big storm hits and major damage occurs. Some roof issues can 
be addressed with simple repairs you can do yourself while 
others may require a professional. A roofing expert can help you 
determine whether any trouble areas can be patched or if a more 
complete restoration is in order.

Replace the dryer vent. upgrading your dryer vent is an 
opportunity to conserve energy and prevent flammable lint 
build-up in your dryers. One option for updating the exhaust 
system is a paintable version of InoVate’s Prime DryerWallVent. 
engineered for both vent replacement and new construction, the 
vent includes features such as a gravity-assist damper, integrated 
magnets and a drip edge to provide extra protection from the 
elements as well as pests. a large, clean opening and lightweight 
angled damper promote exceptional airflow efficiency.

Service air conditioning units. your heating and cooling 
system works hard to keep your indoor climate comfortable 
when extreme temperatures make the outdoors unbearable. 

that’s why it’s important to have your systems serviced by a 
professional, and spring is a smart time to do so before they’re 
hard at work throughout the warmer months. Service can correct 
problems and ensure everything is operating efficiently, which 
can lead to money savings as well.

Repair window screens. throughout the winter, your home’s 
window screens can accumulate a layer of dirt and grime 
that isn’t just unsightly; it blows indoors when you open the 
windows to welcome a fresh breeze. What’s more, if your 
screens have rips and tears, pesky bugs and other critters can 
make their way into your home more easily. Cleaning and 
repairing your screens can make your home more secure and 
help protect your indoor air quality.

Find more information to help get your home ready for spring at 
DryerWallVent.com.

Chores to Tackle to Get Your Home
Ready for Spring
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!

ONLY 
$1650

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

401-623-6106
bmlandscapingcoinc@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 2001 • Fully Licensed & Insured

Spring Cleanups • Lawn Mowing
Landscape Design • Shrub Trimming

Seed & Sod Installations • Mulch Installations
Fall Leaf Cleanups • Snow Plowing Services

New Landscape Installations

Aluminum & Vinyl Products
Sales • Installation • Repairs • Replacements

• Replacement Windows & Doors
• Storm Windows & Doors
• Custom Screens
• Screen Enclosures - Patio Covers
• Retractable Awnings

401-490-5333
John L. DiPanni Inc.  Cell 401-556-6253

3 Southern View Drive, Narragansett, RI 02882  fax: 401-782-8213
www.johndipanni.com

Insured:
Reg RI 5368

• Asphalt Shingles
• Rubber & TPO
• Standing Seam Metal
• Metal Shingles

“Hire the BEST, because you live under that roof!”

Since 1950

401-789-4500 • TOLL FREE 866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntherooferco.com

RI-HIC #258 • RI-COMM #44r • MA-HIC #MA11318 • MA-CSL #97139

JO

HN THE ROOFER CO.

Daycare
Grooming
Training

Self Wash/Dog Wash

401.423.4915
1309 Plainfi eld St., Johnston, RI
caninecountryclubri@gmail.com
www.caninecountryclubri.com

Download
Our App

�

Junk Removal • Construction Demolition
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

URBAN DISPOSAL

401-298-3588
Call for Dumpster Sizing and Availability

Concrete repair Specialists

401 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Quality Work - Reasonably Priced
Licensed and Insured

Reg. #9386       

• Steps • Walks 
• Patios • Walls
• Foundation Repairs
• Bulkhead Repairs 
  & Replacement
• Egress Windows

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote
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